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THE ROSH CHODESH GROUP RETURNSOCTOBER
HIGHLIGHTS

High Holy Day Schedule
Yom Kippur is on Wednesday, 
October 9. See the complete schedule 
of holiday services. Page 16. (the 
back cover)

Thoughts on Sukkot
For Rabbi Schultz, Sukkot is a 
reminder “to be present in the 
process, that the journey is just as 
sacred and important as the end 
result.” Page 3. 

A Time of Gratitude
After the introspection of Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, Rabbi 
Marion tells us, the festival of 
Sukkot is a time of gratitude, 
particularly “for the way that our 
community tends to feel a greater 
sense of connection, a greater sense 
of together-ness.” Page 5.

Remembering Gary Rosoff
Cantor Blum spoke eloquently of 
Gary Rosoff, the longtime director 
of our adult choir, at his funeral. Her 
eulogy appears on Page 4.
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The Rosh Chodesh Group, a spiritual 
discussion group for women, is being 
revived…again.

The group, which began at B’nai Israel in 
1995, has been led by a number of rabbis, 
student rabbis and rabbinical interns, 
starting with Rabbi Mary Zamore. 

Other leaders included Rabbi Ruth 
Zlotnick, Rabbi Rachel Gurevitz, Rabbi 
Suri Krieger and Rabbi Angela W. 
Buchdahl, who is now the senior rabbi of 
Central Synagogue in Manhattan. 

The group has come and gone over the 
years, and will now be led by our new 
Assistant Rabbi, Sarah Marion.

I’ve always loved leading women’s 

groups,” Rabbi Marion said, adding 
that she led a Rosh Chodesh group for 
adolescent girls in Baltimore.

Each month, she said, the group will 
meet “for conversation, laughter and 
learning as we celebrate the start of each 
new moon and soak in the wisdom of our 
female ancestors. Women of all ages are 
welcome.” 

Please join us for our 3rd Annual Shabbat 
About Town on Friday, November 1st!

The cornerstone of Shabbat About 
Town is to connect with new and old 
friends in the comfort of congregants’ 
homes. We will gather as neighbors, 
friends, and temple members in small 
groups to enjoy each other’s company 
and share Shabbat dinner. Children and 
adults are welcome to take part in this 
special evening of community, either as a 
Guest or a Host! There is no charge.

Be a Guest! Enjoy a casual Shabbat dinner 
at a fellow congregant’s home. Your host 

will contact you with the details.

Be a Host! Open your home to congregants 
and serve a Shabbat meal. For those 
attending Friday evening services, dinner 
time will follow and for families with 
younger children, we look forward to 
your participation and will accommodate 
an earlier schedule. The menu is your 
choice; it can be as casual as a pizza or as 
creative as your imagination allows. We 
will provide you with a helpful “Shabbat 
Kit” to help you plan the evening.

RSVP! To sign up as a Guest or Host, 
please fill out the online form on the 
website. If you have questions, please 
contact Debbie Viens at dviens@cbibpt.
org. Reservations are needed by Friday, 
October 18, to ensure a memorable 
evening.

Continued on P. 10

3RD ANNUAL SHABBAT ABOUT TOWN
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Sharing our Joy…
Bruce and Alicia Wettenstein, in 
celebration of Steven and Alison 
Wettenstein’s wedding.
Jodi and Noel Folgelman, in celebration 
of the birth of son, Tyler Jacob Fogelman, 
brother of Zachary and Abigail.

Sincere Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to the bereaved 
families of:

Herbert Bernstein, father of Sherry 
Fogel
Betty Levy, mother of Elaine Borno
Dr. James Kauders, husband of Barbara 
Kauders
Margaret Fiedler, mother of Sue 
Sussman
Sonya Schopick, mother of Daniel 
Schopick
Ronald Sheiman, father of Laura 
Sheiman

Welcome!   Welcome!
A warm welcome to our newest 
members.  We look forward to their 
participation in our many programs and 
hope their affiliation will not only enrich 
their lives, but that of our congregation.

Janet Rosen & George Sanders
Coram Lane, Milford
Rachel Josovitz, and Bellamy
Rosemere Avenue, Fairfield
Aaron Glick & Laura Sheiman, and 
Jacqueline
The Knoll, Southport

What’s happening at the Temple? Get Hashavua, our weekly email. Send your request to Lynn at lynn@cbibpt.org.

BULLETIN BOARD
Sisters’ Schmooze

The next Sisters’ Schmooze will be 
held on Thursday, October 17, at the 
home of Mindy Siegel, 227 Turney 
Road, Fairfield. 

This is a wonderful chance for the 
women of B’nai Israel to gather 
and schmooze. Bring a friend, 
meet up with old friends and make 
new friends. It’s sure to be a great 
evening for cocktails, snacks, 
intergenerational mingling and 
conversation. There is no agenda and 
no need to RSVP. Reach out to Carol 
Lubin at crlubz@gmail.com if you 
have questions.

Save the Date! 
The installation of Evan Schultz as 
Senior Rabbi of Congregation B’nai 
Israel will take place on 
Friday, November 15 at the 6:00 
p.m. service with dinner and lecture 
to follow. The special guest speaker 
will be Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman. 
Details to follow in November 
bulletin and Hashavua. 

Facebook With the Rabbis
Join with Rabbi Schultz and Rabbi 
Marion each Thursday morning 
at 9:30 on Facebook Live. Ask 
questions. Share what’s going on in 
your lives. They will let you know 
what’s going on at B’nai Israel 
each weekend. There may be some 
surprise special guests.

Congregation Honored
B’nai Israel is one of 17 
congregations to receive the Irving 
J. Fain Award for outstanding work 
in Social Justice. We are receiving 
this for the “2 Books, 2 Movies:  
Discussions on Racism in America” 
initiative which was coordinated by 
Jeff Schwartz and Emily Lehrman. 

Revisting Fiddler

On Monday, October 28, the film 
“Fiddler: A Miracle of Miracles” will 
be shown at TCS (The Conservative 
Synagogue) 30 Hillspoint Road, 
Westport. Harold Prince, Sheldon 
Harnick, Lin-Manuel Miranda and 
more share the story behind the 
musical that became an international 
hit. Post-screening talk with Steven 
Skybell, who plays “Tevye” in 
the National Yiddish Theatre 
Folksbiene’s Yiddish production of 
“Fiddler on the Roof “on Broadway. 
Tickets $15 at www.stamfordjcc.
org. Part of the Federation for 
Jewish Philanthropy’s Judaism: A 
2020Vision, in partnership with the 
Jewish Film Festival of Fairfield 
County/Stamford JCC

Religious Practices
 
The Religious Practices Committee 
welcomes all members to its 
meetings, where it discusses with 
the clergy ways to make our worship 
services more relevant, as well as 
specific holidays. The next meeting 
is November 4 at 7:30 p.m. Future 
meetings are scheduled for February 
10 and June 8.



3Donation Item of the Month: Bags of Beans and Rice for St. Johns.

From the Rabbi’s Desk/Rabbi Evan Schultz

SUKKOT AND THE POWER OF JOURNEY

Shanah Tovah, happy New Year! It was 
wonderful to celebrate Rosh Hashanah 
with all of you and welcome in the New 
Year 5780 together. During the month 
of October we continue marking these 
sacred Jewish days, Yom Kippur, Sukkot 
and Simchat Torah.  As we enter into this 
introspective and joyous month, I want 
to share with you just a short teaching 
for you to consider during the festival of 
Sukkot.

In the book of Deuteronomy, during 
Moses’ final speech to the Israelites as 
they prepare to enter into the Promised 
Land, Moses shares these words with the 
people:

“After the ingathering from your thresh-
ing floor and your vat, you shall hold the 
Feast of Booths for seven days. 

You shall rejoice in your festival, with 
your son and daughter, your male and fe-
male slave, the Levite, the stranger, the 
fatherless, and the widow in your com-
munities. 

You shall hold a festival for YHVH your 
God seven days, in the place that YHVH 
will choose; for YHVH your God will 
bless all your crops and all your under-
takings, and you shall have nothing but 
joy.” (Deuteronomy 16:13-15)

There are a few important ideas to draw 
out from these three verses. One is that 
Sukkot is to be celebrated with the en-

tire community, including all family 
members and those who are vulnerable 
in society: the stranger, the orphan, and 
the widow. Secondly, the nature of this 
festival is truly one of blessing and joy. 
We have just emerged from the challeng-
es and power of Yom Kippur, engaged in 
the difficult work of t’shuvah and com-
ing to terms with our mistakes of the past 
year, into a day marked by welcoming 
everyone in to our open sukkah, filled 
with happiness, joy, and blessing!

Nina Beth Cardin offers a third perspec-
tive on these Deuteronomy verses. In her 
piece “The Tapestry of Jewish Time,” she 
writes this about Sukkot:

“If Pesach is about departures (for it re-

calls the Exodus from Egypt) and Sha-
vuot is about arrivals (for it celebrates the 
giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai), Suk-
kot is about the journey. It is the holiday 
that best symbolizes where most of us are 
most of the time: somewhere in between, 
midway, sometimes moving, sometimes 
stuck, always heading – we hope – in 
the right direction. It reminds us that the 
way we get somewhere, what we do and 
learn along the way, where we detour 
and where we pause, whom we meet and 
whom we travel with, are as essential to 
the journey as is the arrival.”

Oftentimes we are focused on beginnings 
or the end result, whether it’s finishing a 
project at work, a big trip coming up, or 
a major assignment at school. Sukkot re-
minds us to be present in the process, that 
the journey is just as sacred and impor-
tant as the end result. Wishing you many 
blessings on your upcoming journeys, 
may you find sacred moments and bless-
ings as you travel along the way. And 
may you have a joyous Sukkot!

Sukkot reminds us to be present in the 
process, that the journey is just as sacred 

and important as the end result. 
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REMEMBERING GARY ROSOFF
Gary Rosoff, the 
longtime conductor 
of the synagogue’s 
adult choir, died on 
Aug. 3 at 63. Below is 
Cantor Sheri Blum’s 
eulogy for Gary.

It all started over 20 years ago.  I needed 
a conductor for our Adult choir at the 
High Holy Days.  

Somehow, I met Gary here at temple 
and he told me he used to be a conductor 
but had left it and now was in a different 
profession, he wasn’t really conducting 
anymore.  A conductor, a REAL 
conductor with a degree.  I couldn’t 
believe it.  

I asked Gary if he would conduct the 
Adult choir at the High Holy Days that 
year and so it all began.  A 20-year 
friendship and musical collaboration. 

He started with the High Holy Days and 
then he would go on to work with me on 
every musical event we had here at the 

temple: when I had the Adult choir, the 
Junior Choir, big programs, instruments, 
call Gary! 

When I would tell my Cantorial 
colleagues that I had a REAL conductor, 
no one could believe my luck.  

He always supported every musical thing 
I did here.  When I would doubt if we 
could do it, he would assure me not to 
worry, that it would be great.  And the 
concerts and services always did turn out 
great because Gary was at the helm. 

He developed a special rapport with the 
Adult choir and they ADORED him!  
He knew just how to work with them 
and musically he brought out their best. 
The choir really benefited from all his 
professional training. 

And he and I also became good friends in 
the process.  One personal story: Many 
years ago when my daughter, Rachel, 
turned 16 she got her driver’s permit.  
She and I went out for the first practice 
ride and it went horribly!  I was nervous, 

she was nervous, she drove up on a curb, 
we were hysterical.  I didn’t know what 
to do, being that I didn’t have a husband 
to go drive with her.

Gary took over; he started driving with 
her every other day.  After their first drive 
she came into the house and stated, “My 
phobia is over!”  After their rides, I’d ask 
her where they went. “Oh, we drove to the 
bank and Gary deposited his paycheck, 
oh, we went out for ice cream.”

And then the unthinkable happened, he 
had cancer.  I was devastated when he 
toId me.  We talked a lot.  He started 
with goals, he wanted to be able to go 
with the Choir to the Missionary Baptist 
Church in the temple’s old home, he 
wanted to make Stephanie’s wedding, 
then he wanted to be with me for my last 
High Holy Days.  I can’t imagine doing 
a musical program here without him, we 
will all miss him so much.

Gary, rest in peace.

BIFTY in B’nai Israel’s high school youth 
group! We meet on Thursdays from 7:15 
to 8:45pm in the BIFTY lounge. Our 
board members this year are: 

Co-Presidents: Noah Giglietti and Henry 
Szuchman
Programming VP: Sophie Lipset
Social Action VP: Vanessa Weiss 

Religious & Cultural VP: Becca Fink 
Communications VP: Adam Giglietti
NFTY Rep: Nina Weiss
Junior Rep: Alexa Sheiman
Sophomore Reps: Nate Lipset and Jillian 
Appel 

Join us in October for our programs! We 
will be meeting on October 10, 17, 24, 
and 31. 

Please remember to bring back your 
filled bags of non-perishable food on 
Wednesday October 9! We appreciate 
your donations! 

Welcome Back to BIFTY! 
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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY/RABBI SARAH R. MARION

A TIME OF GRATITUDE AND COMMUNITY

Follow us on Instagram at cbibpt.

I love Sukkot. 

With the intense preparation and 
introspection of the High Holidays 
behind us, Sukkot, for me, is a time of 
gratitude: gratitude for making it through 
another High Holiday season; gratitude 
for the hands-on, family-friendly aspects 
of the holiday that allow my children 
to take part and celebrate with me in 
full; and gratitude for the way that 
our community tends to feel a greater 
sense of connection, a greater sense of 
together-ness, after entering into the 
intensity of the High Holiday season and 
successfully coming out together on the 
other side. 

Inasmuch as Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur are about the individual, 
Sukkot is all about the communal. After 
spending so much time looking inwards 
over the Days of Awe, Sukkot has us, 
once again, looking outwards. We build 
temporary huts, called Sukkot, so that we 
can fill them with guests. And we build 
temporary huts to remind ourselves of 
the homeless men, women and children 
in our world who crave the permanency 
that we enjoy in our strong, stable homes 
all year long. 

When we gather in our Sukkot, we are 
commanded to lift and shake the “Four 
Species” of Sukkot: the date palm 
branch, the myrtle, the willow (which 
come together to comprise the “lulav”), 

and the etrog – a lemony-like citrus 
fruit that smells absolutely divine. The 
Four Species of Sukkot are meant, by 
design, to inspire conversation and 
contemplation about what it means to 
live in Jewish community. In a teaching 
found in an ancient collection of rabbinic 
wisdom, we read: 

The four species are likened to 
the four  different categories 
that comprise the Jewish people. 
The etrog, which has both taste 
and smell, is likened to those 
that study Torah and do mitzvot. 
The date palm branch, which 
has taste, but no smell, is likened 
to those who have only Torah 
study. The myrtle, which has 
smell but no taste, is likened to 
those who have only mitzvot. The 
willow, which has neither taste 
nor smell, is likened to those 
who are without Torah study 
and without mitzvot. And what 
does God do to them? Does God 
make them lost from our nation? 
Impossible. Rather, God says, 
“bind them all together and let 
them atone, one for the other” 
(Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 30:1-
12).  

So often I have heard the phrase, “I’m 
not a good Jew” or “Sorry, Rabbi, I only 
come on the High Holidays,” or, with 
some growing intensity these days, “I 

don’t feel like my political beliefs are 
valued…I feel marginalized by a majority 
that doesn’t share my point of view.” 

I wonder if the ancient rabbis also 
experienced these sentiments, because it 
seems as though they wrote this text, so 
long ago, to reiterate that no matter one’s 
personal belief, practice, or perspective, 
each member of the community holds 
a vital piece of our ongoing, Jewish 
communal puzzle. Just as the disparate 
myrtle, date palm, willow and etrog 
all come together to complete the Four 
Species, so, too, does our diversity 
enable us to reach our fullest potential as 
a community. We all count, we all matter, 
we are all bound together in this ongoing, 
never-ending Jewish story. 

In my office I have a sign hanging on my 
wall that says, “Come As You Are” – a 
phrase that has become a personal mantra 
of sorts over the years. Come by my 
office sometime and I’ll tell you the story. 
But, for now, I hope that no matter your 
personal belief or practice, you feel that 
you are able to “Come As You Are” when 
you enter the doors of Congregation 
B’nai Israel. And if you struggle to feel 
this way, I hope we can talk about it 
sometime. And so, regardless of whether 
you come once a week or once a year, or 
any amount in between, you are loved, 
you are valued, and you matter within 
the walls of our congregation. Like the 
openness of the Sukkah, we are always 
here, waiting for you, with open arms. 

Wishing you a Sukkot season filled with 
joy, acceptance, and gratitude. 

We all count, we all matter, we are all bound 
together in this ongoing, never-ending Jewish story. 
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With the first month of Bonim Preschool 
under our belt, we recognize the 
importance of being partners with the 
families in our school.  I wanted to share 
an article on the subject written by a 
fellow early childhood professional (who 
happens to be my husband). 

By David Cohen

Teachers make all the difference!  Their 
skills, understanding of child 
development, preparation, and kindness 
will directly impact your child’s 
experience.  This may seem obvious, but 
is sometimes overlooked.  Here are some 
tips for families:

Share information generously about 
your child and family.  When teachers 
know about your child (e.g. favorite 
things, fears, pets’ names) and about your 
family (e.g. recent changes at home), 
they can create the most supportive 
environment possible for your child.

Communicate directly about your 
feelings.  From day one, let the teachers 
know about your experience.  Hopefully, 
this is your appreciation and admiration 
for how they are supporting your 
child.  But, even if it is your concern or 
nervousness, they want to know.  The 
earlier you communicate, the better the 
year.

Be interested and involved.  When 
teachers send out newsletters and photos, 
take the time to read and comment.  When 
teachers know that you are engaged, 
they are motivated to be their best.  Be 
the parent who brings in the requested 
recycling item or the needed change of 
clothing.  It is noticed.

Partner to address issues.  When issues 
arise, schedule time to discuss.  Drop-

off and pick-up times can be hectic and 
teachers need to be available for the 
children.  A phone call or after-school 
meeting can be very productive.  This 
can also allow for the director to attend 
and support your process.

Show your gratitude.  A thoughtful 
note or a token of your appreciation 
shows teachers that you see them as 
professionals who are supporting the 
development of your children.  Mark 
your calendar for Teacher Appreciation 
events and bring your enthusiasm.

Model kindness.  Remember that 
children are always aware of how we 
relate to others.  It is how they learn to 
form relationships.  If you show kindness 
and respect to the teachers, your child is 
likely to do the same. 

Inspire confidence in your child.  When 
you show nervousness about leaving the 
classroom, your child will also sense 
this.  It may lead to your child feeling 
nervous.  Instead, plan for a transition 
(quick or a few minutes) and then stick to 
your plan.  Give a kiss, say goodbye and 
then trust the teacher.

As early childhood directors, we 
hope to have great relationships with 
you.  However, we know that the teachers’ 
relationship with your family is primary 
and will determine the quality of the 
experience.  During the upcoming teacher 
workshops, we’ll be reminding teachers 
about connecting with parents.  When 
families and teachers are partners, your 
child wins!

Above and Beyond!
Take the opportunity in your child’s first 
years of school to be THAT parent – the 
one that teachers love! 

Build a community in your classroom, 
scheduling play dates hosting parent 
social events. 

Be an advocate when you hear someone 
complaining.   Encourage them to speak 
with the teacher or director.

Spearhead a Teacher Appreciation 
event.  Put yourself in the teacher’s 
shoes.  What kind of day would cause 
you to go home and exclaim, “Wow, they 
really know me and appreciate what I 
do!”

Send a note to the director about the 
excellence that you see.  These are very 
meaningful.

Volunteer.  Each school has different 
opportunities, whether as committee 
members, classroom helpers or event 
planners.  Your children will notice when 
you are engaged and committed to their 
school.

David Cohen is the Director of Schools at 
Temple Sholom in Greenwich, overseeing 
the Selma Maisel Nursery School and the 
Religious School.

We want you in the Bulletin! Send your news to Editor Jack Kadden at jkadden@cbibpt.org

Bonim Buzz/Alexa Cohen, Early Childhood Director

TEACHERS ARE FAMILIES’ PARTNERS
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Full disclosure: I am a comic book fan 
boy. Always have been. I once had a 
subscription to the Legion of Super 
Heroes. The newest issue arrived by 
mail! (I am also one of those fan boys 
whose mother gave away the collection 
while he was in college. Sigh.) I still 
enjoy comics now and then, and I love 
the superhero movies we have been 
getting from Marvel and DC for the past 
decade.

I have not given up my love of superheroes. 
As I have matured, I have learned that 
there are REAL superheroes. They rarely 
wear a cape, although occasionally they 
wear tights – even if they are not going to 
a yoga class. And while they cannot fly or 
stop bullets with their bracelets, they can 
make imaginations soar and help us feel 
stronger than ever.

I am talking about teachers of course. 
And because of who I am and where 
you are reading this, I am particularly 
talking about Jewish teachers. And while 
we are dropping the names “school” and 
“classroom” for “Kehillah” (community) 

and “Learning Spaces,” we still have 
Morim – teachers. Our teachers do 
amazing things.

Susan Walden and Karen Montagna 
help their learners discover our ancestral 
land by having them develop their own 
exhibits on different aspects of Israel 
and presenting them to one another. 
Allie Burger connects our youngest 
students to the story of creation through 
art and storytelling. Our Young Israeli 
Emissaries make Israel come alive to all 
of our students, creating a living bridge 
to the land and people. (Have you met 
Noya, Hoshen, Ella and Ido yet? You 
should!)

One of the things that make many of 
these heroes most effective is that they 
are members of our congregation. I have 
heard something like “Hey Lauren! It is 
so cool that your mom is our teacher!” 
many times in my years at B’nai Israel. 
Only a few of our teachers are not also 
members. And Allie Burger, Sarah 
Tropp-Pacelli, Marisa Underberger 
and Michael Flatto all grew up in our 
Education Center.

Why am I telling you all of this? First of 
all, join me in shepping naches (being 
really proud) of all of the amazing things 
our fellow congregants are doing. Next, 
and just as important, please think about 
becoming a member of our team. Start by 
reaching out to me and we can talk about 
what being a teacher means, and what it 

can do for you. (All of our teachers do 
it because they love it – even though we 
do pay them!) We can dream a little bit 
together and I can help you develop some 
skills. 

We do not look specifically for 
professionally trained faculty – although 
some of our teachers also teach in general 
education. We are looking for people 
who love kids and being Jewish, who 
are not overly shy, and are really good 
at listening. We are creating experiences 
where our learners can decide what being 
Jewish will mean to them, not just filling 
them with information.

Call me at 203-335-5058. Email me 
at iwise@cbibpt.org. Or just drop in. 
Teaching will be great for you and 
awesome for our learners. Capes and 
tights are optional. If you want a mask, 
we can talk.

L’shalom,

Ira J. Wise, D.J.R.E. 
Director of Education 

Like us on Facebook. Visit the Congregation B’nai Israel page and join us online.

From the Education Center/Ira J. Wise

Look! Up in the Sky!

While they cannot fly or 
stop bullets with their 
bracelets, teachers can 

make imaginations soar 
and help us feel stronger.  

Barbara Solomon and Rebecca Blondin 
have been named to head the search for 
our next cantor.They and their committee 
will be seeking a successor to Cantor 
Sheri Blum, who announced last year 
that she would be retiring in June after 26 
years at B’nai Israel.

Members of the search committee are 
Scott Casher, Jonathan Green, Janet 

Jurow, Randye Kaye, Larry Levine, Jodi 
Mantell, Perry Molinoff, Ilana Ofgang, 
Janet Rosen, Alex Weisman and, as ex-
officio members, Rabbi Evan Schultz and 
Shari Nerreau, the synagogue’s president. 

In announcing their plans in an e-mail to 
the congregation, the committee leaders 
said:

It is so important that all voices of our 
community are heard as we begin this 
search. We will be holding listening 
sessions for you to share what’s important 
to you in our new cantor. 

Those dates are Monday, October 28th, 
7:00-8:00 p.m. and Sunday, November 
3rd, 10:45-11:45 a.m. More details will 
be coming about signing up for these 
after the High Holy Days. 

CANTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE NAMED
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Becoming a Soulful Jewish Parent   
Weeknight TBD after bedtime Advance 
sign-up required, see below
Join with Rabbi Schultz and Rabbi Marion 
for this six-part course designed to give 

parents an opportunity 
to pause and reflect on 
the busyness of family 
life through a Jewish 
lens. The course will be 
taught online over Zoom, 
so you can put your kids 
to bed and take the class 

on your couch (no babysitter required). 
The class is limited to 8 sets of parents 
with kids living in the house (For two-
parent households the course is designed 
for you to both participate) and we ask 
you to commit as best you can to all six 
sessions.  We will determine a schedule 
once everyone signs up. To sign up, 
please email Rabbi Schultz, eschultz@
cbibpt.org.

Adult Round Table
Thursdays,  October 3 and November 
7 at 12:30 p.m.
Ilene Goby facilitates a discussion about 
current events for anyone who wants 
to go beyond the headlines. Join us the 
first Thursday of every month, and bring 
a sandwich, your opinion and an open 
mind.

Yom Kippur Study Session: 
May God Bless You and Keep You
Wednesday, October 9 at 1:00 p.m.
 in the Natt Family Library
Each Yom Kippur we gather to pray, re-
pent and check in with one another. Some 
of us prefer to spend an hour learning to-
gether during the Children’s service rath-
er than leaving the temple. This year we 
will explore some ideas about God and 
about ourselves. There is no need to spe-
cifically believe in God to join our con

versation. Believing in yourself is a very 
good beginning though. Join Ira Wise as 
we learn together. 

The Insecurity of Freedom
 (Lifelong Learning) 
Fridays, October 11, 18 and 25 at noon 
in the Natt Family Library
We live in the land of the free and the 
home of the brave. That is a big part of 
why many of our ancestors (or we our-
selves) came here from somewhere else. 
We celebrate that freedom in many ways 
– by voting, running for office, speaking 
out for ideals we believe in and against 
things we find abhorrent. In 1954 Rabbi 
Abraham Joshua Heschel wrote an essay 
in which he cautioned the Jewish people 
about freedom. He suggested it was a 
blade that cuts in more than one direc-
tion and that we would have to work hard 
to maintain our unique identity and con-
nection to our heritage and to God. Join 
Ira Wise in examining where we are with 
that. What are the challenges to being 
Jewish today and what should we do to 
ensure that we thrive in the future?

Fearless Females in the Bible! 
Twenty Minutes of Torah

Sundays, Beginning 
October 13 at 9:35 – 
9:55 a.m. in the Natt 
Family Library
Bite-sized Torah re-
turns this month. 
Join Rabbi Schultz or 

Rabbi Marion for a brief but meaty Jew-
ish conversation! This year we will ex-
plore some of the women central to the 
TaNaKh (Hebrew Bible). Drop in!  This 
month Rabbi Schultz explores the first 
women, Eve and Lilith! We will meet 
11/24, 12/8, 1/5, 2/23, 3/8 and 4/5. 

A Perspective on the Jewish Voice  
(Lifelong Learning) 
Fridays, Noon - 1:00 p.m., November 
1, 8, 15 and 22 

in the Natt Family Library
Join with Rabbi Schultz for a fascinat-
ing look into the Rabbinic perspective 
on the Jewish voice. What is the implica-
tion of making a vow or an oath? When 
is it OK to gossip about another person? 
When are we supposed to speak up and 
when should we stay quiet? Why do Jews 
love kibbitzing so much? (Not sure we’ll 
answer that one...) All ages and learning 
backgrounds encouraged to join!

The Poetry of Yehudah Amichai 
(Midrasha)
Mondays, November 4, 11, 18 and 25 
at 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Widely beloved as Israel’s greatest con-
temporary poet, Yehuda Amichai touches 
the soul through his evocative yet univer-
sally resonant musings that drift from the 
sacred to the mundane and everywhere 
in between. From war to love, from his 
parents to his children, from loving the 
Jews and despairing for the Jews, from 
shopping for groceries in Jerusalem to 
the politics of Jerusalem, from sex to 
God and then back again – Amichai’s po-
etry will take you on a journey that is as 
distant as it is personal. Join with Rabbi 
Marion for this four-part series as we 
take a deep dive into the English transla-
tions of a selection of Amichai’s greatest 
writings - discovering, as we go, our own 
stories and our own journeys carefully 
positioned between the lines.

Adult Jewish Learning at 
Congregation B’nai Israel
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September Donations

Rabbi Schultz Discretionary Fund
Colette Carasso, in appreciation of 
Rabbi Schultz.
John and Ronnie Dubrowin, in honor 
of Rabbi Schultz’ rabbinate.
Andrea and Dennis Feinberg, in 
memory of Betty Landes, mother of 
Linda Barlaam.
Joel Goldfield and Iris Bork-
Goldfield, in honor of Rabbi Schultz.
Marcy and Neil Gollinger, in memory 
of Joseph Weisblatt, father of Adam 
Weisblatt, brother-in-law of Bernie 
Jacobs; wishing Bernie Jacobs a speedy 
recovery.
Deborah Goodman and David Abbey, 
in memory of Herbert Bernstein, father 
of Sherry Fogel.
Beth Lazar, in loving memory of father, 
Leonard M. Lazar.
Carol and Rick Offenbach, in memory 
of mother, Vivienne Zimmer; in memory 
of father, Robert Offenbach.
Beth and Randy Reich, in memory 
of mother and grandmother, Vivienne 
Zimmer Goldstein.
Ellen and Robert Sheiman, with 
thanks to Rabbi Schultz for all that you 
did for my nephew, Alan Unger.

Rabbi Marion Discretionary Fund
Elaine Borno, in appreciation and 
with thanks to Rabbi Marion for her 
comforting and beautiful eulogy at my 
mother, Betty Levy’s service.
John and Ronnie Dubrowin, in honor 
of Rabbi Marion’s rabbinate.
Beth Lazar, in loving memory of Ruben 
Weisbein.
Jon and Cleo Sonneborn, welcome 
Rabbi Sarah Marion to B’nai Israel and 
congratulations on your installation.

Rabbi Prosnit Discretionary Fund
Monica and Mike Lightman, in 
memory of mother, Barbara Lightman; 
with thanks to Rabbi Prosnit for 
conducting Shiva Service for Barbara 
Lightman.
Richard and Rebecca Rosen, in honor 
of the baby naming of grandson, Elijah 
Hudson Gombos, son of Julia and Dan 
Gombos.

Marilyn and Judy Weinstein, in honor 
of Helen Weinstein’s special day.
Bruce and Alicia Wettenstein, in honor 
of Steven and Alison Wettenstein’s 
wedding.

Rabbi James Prosnit Legacy Fund
Nancy and Leo Owens, in memory 
of Nathan Barsky, husband of Carol 
Barsky.
Marilyn S. Weinstein, in memory of 
father, Harold Strogoff.

Music Fund
Donations made in memory of David 
Carasso, husband of Colette Carasso, 
were made by:

Marilyn Bissell
Judy Brand
Brenda and Justin Kreuzer
Matt and Jena Martin Family
Naomi Schaffer and Roger Jackson
The Santilli Family

Donations made in memory of Gary 
Rosoff, son of Elaine Rosoff, brother of 
Renee Noren, were made by:

Carol Barsky
Wanda Breuer and Jay Gross
Connecticut Hospital Association
John and Ronnie Dubrowin
Barbara and Mark Edinberg
Christopher Friese
Milt Jacoby
Brenda and Justin Kreuzer
Naomi Schaffer and Roger Jackson
Caren and Bill Schwartz

Wendy & Jeffrey Bender, a donation 
sponsoring the cello player for Yom 
Kippur.
Andrea and Dennis Feinberg, in 
memory of Freida Lopatin, mother of 
Richard Lopatin.
Joel Goldfield and Iris Bork-
Goldfield, a donation.
Geoffrey and Melanie Kooris, in 
memory of Betty Levy, mother of Elaine 
Borno.
Brenda and Justin Kreuzer, in loving 
memory of our fathers, Matthew Furman 

and Barton Kreuzer; in memory of Nate 
Barsky, husband of Carol Barsky.
Beth Lazar, wishing good health and a 
Happy Birthday to Cantor Blum.
Judith and Stanley Lessler, in loving 
memory of brother, Robert Bretholtz.
Beth and Randy Reich, in memory of 
mother and grandmother, Beatrice Reich 
Burchman.

Enhancement Fund
Renee and Rick Beitman, a donation.
Lori and Ken Berger, in memory of 
Herbert Bernstein, beloved father of 
Sherry Fogel.
Barbara Berkowitz, in memory of 
mother, Evelyn Toss.
The Field Family Fund, a donation.
Stephen Foster, in memory of Nathan 
Barsky, husband of Carol Barsky.
Gordon and Myra Gondos, in memory 
of Joseph Weisblatt, father of Adam 
Weisblatt.
Loryn Lesser, in memory of Joseph 
Weisblatt, father of Adam Weisblatt, 
brother-in-law of Bernie Jacobs.
Louise Linsky, a donation.
Paul and Bernice Rosch, in loving 
memory of Meyer Rosch.

Sylvia Prosnit Adult Education Fund
Judi and David Beier, in memory of 
Betty Levy, mother of Elaine Borno.

Nursery School Scholarship Fund
Gail and Peter Weinstein, Mazel tov to 
Shayna and Elliot Lavi, on the birth of 
son, Solomon.

Prayer Book Fund
Beth Lazar, wishing good health and a 
Happy Birthday to Ellen Sheiman.
Chris and George Markley, in loving 
memory of Mary Nahabedian.
Esther Spiegel, in memory of David 
Carasso, husband of Colette Carasso.

Slepian Floral Fund
Susan Rosenblitt, in loving memory 
of father, Harry Weintraub, and mother, 
Sylvia Weintraub.

(Please note that only contributions of $10.00 or more will be acknowledged with a card and Bulletin listing.)
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September Donations
(Please note that only contributions of $10.00 or more will be acknowledged 

with a card and Bulletin listing.)

Mazon
Myrna Kaufman, in memory of 
father, Robert Newman.

Religious School Enrichment Fund
Joel Goldfield and Iris Bork-
Goldfield, a donation.

Rabbi Arnold Sher Social Action 
Fund
Susan Kaplan Bauchner, in memory 
of father, Arnold Kaplan.
Michael and Judy Green 
Blumenthal, in memory of Herbert 
Bernstein, father of Sherry Fogel; in 
memory of Joseph Weisblatt, father 
of Adam Weisblatt, brother-in-law of 
Bernie Jacobs; in memory of Betty 

Landes, mother of Linda Barlaam.
Marilyn and Judy Weinstein, in 
honor of Katja Vehlow’s birthday.

Vision Loan Reduction Fund
Robert and Ellen Sheiman, in loving 
memory of father and father-in-law, 
Sidney Sheiman.

Jim Abraham Education Fund for 
Jewish Leadership
Eileen and Howard Tolk, in loving 
memory of mother, Justine D. Tolk,

Daniel Smith Cemetery Fund
Marion Schwartz, a donation.

Meetings will be on Thursday nights 
from 7 to 9 p.m., starting on October 24.  

Other dates will be November 14, 
December 19, January 23, February 13, 
March 12, April 16, May 14, June 25.
My general idea is to do themes of 
the month that are unique to women, 
focusing on the holidays,” Rabbi Marion 
said. 

Janet Jurow, who was a participant in 
the first iteration of the group, said: “Our 
function was to expand knowledge of 
our texts as they related specifically to 
women and to develop Rosh Chodesh 
services -- prayers, poetry, and rituals of 
our own, and to keep this ancient ritual 
alive.”

“It was spiritual,” she added. “We sang 
together. It was really beautiful.” The 
rabbinic leaders, she said, were all 
“fabulous, fabulous women.”

Rabbi Krieger, who ran the group for 
four years, said she always included 
music in the program.  But what people 
liked the most, she said, “was dialoguing 
about their personal ancestry, talking 
about their mothers, their grandmothers 
and other female role models.”

ROSH CHODESH 
From Page 1

“It was spiritual. We  
sang together. It was  

really beautiful.”
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The following members 
of the legal community 
join together in  their 
support of  the B’nai 

Israel Bulletin:
Eric Broder

Douglas R. Brown
Marcia Cohen
Mark A. Kirsch
Richard Krantz 

Andrew R. Lubin 
Jonathan E. Orell
Daniel Schopick
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Dr. Michael Connolly

Dr. Kenneth Kingsly

Dr. Mark J. Hotchkiss

Dr. Andrew Levi

Dr. Jared Selter

Dr. Geoffrey Gladstein

Dr. Rachel E. Sheiman

Dr. Brian King

Dr. Abraham Fridman 

Dr. Katherine J. Pesce

Dr. Nicholas Blondin

Dr. Aaron Dommu

Dr. Perry A. Wasserlauf
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 Shabbat Service Schedule
(Fridays at 6:00 p.m. where indicated, preceded by an Oneg Shabbat at 5:30 p.m.)

Donation Item of the Month: Bags of Beans and Rice for St. Johns.

Friday, October 4
    6:00 p.m.  Service 

Torah Portion – 
Vayelech, Deut. 31:1-30 
Haftarah – Isaiah 55:6 
- 56:8

  
Saturday, October 5
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
  11:00 a.m.   Bat Mitzvah of 

Madeline Morgan, 
daughter of Jason and 
Jennifer Morgan

Friday, October 11
   6:00 p.m.  Service 

Torah Portion – 
Haazinu, Deut. 32:1-52

   Haftarah – 11 Samuel 
22:1-51

                     

Saturday, October 12
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
 9:30 a.m.  Havurah for Families 

with Young Children 
– Homemade Sukkot 
Program,  Offsite – Host 
TBA

  11:00 a.m.    Bat Mitzvah of Lainie 
Bliss, daughter of Larry 
and Gina Bliss

 
Friday, October 18
 6:00 p.m.  Service 

Torah Portion – Chol 
Ha Moed Sukkot, Exod. 
33:12-34:26

   Haftarah – Ezekiel 
38:18-39:7

Saturday, October 19
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study

 11:00 a.m.    Bat Mitzvah of Scarlett 
Trensky, daughter 
of Michael and Lara 
Trensky

Friday, October 25
 6:00 p.m. Service 

Torah Portion – 
Bereshit, Gen. 1:1-6:8

   Haftarah – Isaiah 42:5-
43:10

Saturday, October 26
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
 9:30 a.m.  Havurah for Families 

with Young Children
 11:00 a.m.    Bat Mitzvah of Melanie 

Dreizen, daughter of 
Jonathan and Shelley 
Dreizen

  

HELPING THE HOMELESS FOR SUKKOT

For this year’s family Sukkot program, 
we are putting the theme of shelter and 
home into social action by partnering 
with Operation Hope to help families 
transitioning from homelessness into 
permanent housing.
 
Throughout the month leading up 
to Sukkot we will be collecting new 
items needed in a new home, such as 
dish towels, kitchen utensils, cleaning 
supplies, etc. Donations can be left in the 
coat closet in the box labeled “Sukkot 
Project/Operation Hope.” 
 
On the evening of Sunday, October 13, 
the first night of Sukkot, congregants 
of all ages are invited to join us as we 
decorate B’nai Israel’s sukkah and 
assemble the gift baskets of household 
items to be donated. Families can also 
design and sign “Welcome Home” cards 
to be included. 

We will also share a potluck dinner and 
enjoy a short family service. For the 
dinner, a main dish will be provided, 
but we ask that families with last names 
A-M bring an appetizer or side dish, 
and families with last names N-Z bring 
a dessert. RSVPs are requested, but not 
required, for food planning purposes and 
can be directed to annieringelheim@
gmail.com, along with any questions you 
may have about the project. 
 
Sukkot - Sunday, October 13
5:00pm - Program - Sukkah decorating, 
assembling gift baskets, card making
5:30pm - Potluck dinner
6:00pm - Service
 
Sukkot - Monday, October 14
8:00am – Service

Simchat Torah 
Come together as we celebrate the 
completion of the annual reading of 
the Torah on Sunday, October 20.

Dancing, singing and flag waving 
are all parts of this joyous event. 
B’nai Israel’s very own Klezmer 
band, Radio Klez, will be 
performing. Everyone is invited 
for a pizza dinner and tiny Torah 
making at 5:30 p.m.; the service 
will begin at 6:00 pm. 
 
Join us the following morning at 
10:00 am for Simchat Torah Yizkor 
services, followed by a festival 
brunch.
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Rosh Hashanah Eve
Sunday, September 29
5:00 p.m.  Service at Jennings Beach 

(weather permitting: check 
website or call Temple that 
afternoon if uncertain)

 7:30 p.m. Service at Temple
 
Rosh Hashanah
Monday, September 30
10:00 a.m.  Morning Service (Sanctuary 

& Tent)
10:00 a.m.  Youth Program (Grades 

Pre-K-3)
3:30 p.m.  Family Services (Pre-school 

& Elementary School Age)
 
Rosh Hashanah, 2nd Day
Tuesday, October 1
10:00 a.m. Service
12:30 p.m.  Tashlich (on Brooklawn 

Pkwy)
 
Cemetery Memorial Service
Sunday, October 6
1:00 p.m. in Fairfield

2:00 p.m. in Monroe
 
Kol Nidre
Tuesday, October 8
6:30 p.m. Early Service 
8:45 p.m. Late Service

Yom Kippur
Wednesday, October 9
 9:00 a.m.  Family Service (Pre-

schoolers) (Chapel)
10:00 a.m.  Morning Service (Sanctuary 

& Tent)
10:00 a.m.  Youth Program (Grades 

Pre-K-3)
 1:00 p.m. Adult Study
 1:30 p.m.  Family Service (Grades K-6) 

(Sanctuary)
 2:45 p.m. Afternoon Service
 4:45 p.m.  Yizkor Service (approximate 

time)
 5:45 p.m. Neilah (Concluding) Service

Erev Sukkot 
Sunday, October 13 
5:00 p.m. Sukkah Decorating

5:30 p.m. Potluck Picnic
6:00 p.m. Service
7:15 p.m.  Adult Sukkot Study: Carla 

Miklos, executive director 
of Operation Hope, “Four 
Decades of Operation Hope.”

Monday, October 14
8:00 a.m. Sukkot Service
10:00 a.m.  Young Children’s Sukkot 

Program and Service
 
Erev Simchat Torah
Sunday, October 20
5:30 p.m.  Flag Making and Tiny Torah 

Making
6:00 p.m.  Simchat Torah Service w/Jr. 

Choir
 
Monday, October 21
10:00 a.m. Yizkor Service, followed by 
a festival brunch.

High Holy Day Schedule 5780/2019


