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A TIME TO CELEBRATE 
The synagogue’s 
annual Chanukah 
celebration will 
be held on Friday, 
Dec. 7, and 
Saturday, Dec. 8. 
 

Join us for a special Shabbat service on 
Friday featuring the Junior Choir and a 
catered dinner, with fun and games for 
the kids. Families are invited to bring a 
special menorah and candles from home 
so we can all light candles together. 
 
Festivities begin with the Oneg at 5:30 
p.m., followed by the service at 6, and 

the dinner afterwards. The cost for dinner 
is $15 for adults and $8 for children 12 
and under. Reservations and advance 
payment are required, and can be directed 
to Chris in the Temple office at chris@
cbibpt.org or (203) 336-1858. Questions 
can be sent to Annie Ringelheim at 
annieringelheim@gmail.com. 
 
The celebration continues on Saturday 
at 8 p.m., when the new Congregational 
Klezmer Band will perform, as well as 
Rabbi Deborah Zecher in a one-woman 
cabaret-style show.
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After more than a quarter century at B’nai 
Israel, Cantor Sheri Blum has announced 
that she will be retiring in June 2020, 
when her current contract ends.
 
In a letter to the congregation announcing 
her plans, Cantor Blum said: “The moment 
I walked into B’nai Israel 26 years ago for 
my first interview, I could just feel that 
this would be the place for me.  I came as 
a single mother with a 5-year-old in tow.  
I found the most wonderful community to 
raise my daughter and plant our roots.”
 
She also pointed out her pioneering role 
as one of the first women to be ordained 
as a Cantor and one of the youngest 
students accepted to the Hebrew Union 
College-School of Sacred Music.  
 
“Many times, when people saw me on the 
bima,” she said, “It was the first time they 
had ever seen a woman Cantor.”
 
Cantor Blum created the B’nai Israel 
children’s choir and estimates that she has 
taken 2,000 people on her annual trip to 

New York City to see a Broadway show.
 
“I take special pride,’’ she said in her 
letter, “in the 1,300 Bar and Bat Mitzvah 
children I will have had the privilege 
of training here at B’nai Israel.  Those 
children and their families will always 
hold a special place in my heart and I 
always look forward to the High Holy 
Days when I have these young adults 
return to chant Torah.” 
 
Cantor Blum began her career while she 
was still in high school, leading services 

Cantor Blum with a Bar Mitzvah student,  
Jack Dankenbrink.
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Tzedakahfest
Tzedakahfest, a community-wide 
celebration, will be held at the 
synagogue on Sunday, Dec. 9, from 
2 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Sponsored by the Federation for 
Jewish Philanthropy of Upper 
Fairfield County, it will include 
more than 50 exhibits featuring 
beneficiaries of our collective 
tzedakah, information sessions, 
a sing-along with The Nields, a 
hands-on mitzvah project and a 
community menorah lighting.

It will also include the presentation 
of Community Mitzvah Hero 
awards, including one for B’nai 
Israel’s own mitzvah hero, Bob 
Sussman.

Pajama Day
Sunday, December 9, is Pajama Day 
at B’nai Israel!  Gan - Kitah Vav 
(K - 6), students, Hadrakhah Team 
and teachers should wear their PJs 
to Hebrew School! Please also bring 
a new or gently used pair of pajamas 
(size 2 - 14) to donate. Pajamas will 
go to children in need at the Caroline 
House in Bridgeport. Remaining 
PJ’s will be donated through http://
pajamaprogram.org.

Mitzvah Morning
On Sunday, December 16, from 
9:30 a.m. to noon, we will be 
wrapping donated toys to support 
Al’s Angels, which assists children 
and families battling cancer, rare 
blood diseases, natural disasters, and 
financial hardship. Donation boxes 

for unwrapped toys will be set up 
in the Temple lobby. Contact Nina 
Silberman at ninahv@aol.com or 
Danielle Forma at dlforma@aol.
com with questions.

Feel the Warmth
On Thursday, Dec. 20 from 3:30 
to 7:30 p.m. we will be preparing 
and serving a holiday supper to 
our less fortunate Bridgeport 
neighbors in the hall at Calvary St. 
George’s Church at 755 Clinton 
Ave. in Bridgeport. Sign up through 
the link on the Temple website 
and Hashavua.  We can only 
accommodate 8 people for meal 
preparation, but we will need about 
25 volunteers for serving from 5:00 
to 7:30. Contact Nina Silberman 
at ninahv@aol.com or Danielle 
Forma at dlforma@aol.com with 
questions.

One Temple, One Read
Early next year, we will be holding 
a discussion of the book  “Letters  to 
My Palestinian Neighbor” by Yossi 
Klein Halevi. 
 
Mr. Klein Halevi is an Israeli writer, 
and the book is his attempt to reach 
across the divide to Palestinians 
who share his homeland.
 
The discussion is set for Monday 
evening, Feb. 25.

Sharing Our Joy
Barbara Solomon, in celebration of the 
birth of grandson, Ori Devin Solomon, 
son of Daniel and Sonja Solomon, 
brother of Jonah.
Rick and Renee Beitman, in celebration 
of the birth of granddaughter, Arabella 
Naomi Shalem, daughter of Lauren and 
Etan Shalem.
Marty Schwartz, in celebration of being 
named Ringmaster for the 71st Barnum 
Festival.

Welcome!   Welcome!
A warm welcome to our newest 
members.  We look forward to their 
participation in our
many programs and hope their affiliation 
will not only enrich their lives, but that 
of our 
congregation.

Jeff & Michelle Gurner, Ethan and 
Jonah
Lynnbrook Road, Fairfield

Sincere Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to the 
bereaved families of:

Florence Feldman Mandel
Adrienne Lessler Krassner, sister of 
Stan Lessler
Nicole Brown, daughter of Rod Brown
Michael Charles Manasevit, brother of 
Sharon Harris

What’s happening at the Temple? Get Hashavua, our weekly email. Send your request to Lynn at lynn@cbibpt.org.

BULLETIN BOARD

Congregants came together for the 
October Mitzvah Morning to pack donated 
items in backpacks that were given to the 

Connecticut Institute for Refugee and 
Immigrants.
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The Pittsburgh Platform has long been 
considered a founding document in the 
story of Reform Judaism in America. 
Written in 1885 it sparked a revolution 
in identity and practice that set the 
stage for a Jewish life eager to embrace 
assimilation as the best way to ensure a 
Jewish future.  The rabbis who signed 
it saw Judaism as a religion with ethical 
monotheism as its core. They hoped 
for a time when universal principles of 
tolerance would span all faiths and Jews 
would be accepted fully in our land.

In many respects that has happened.  
But the shootings at the Tree of Life 
Synagogue reminded us that even 
noble visions fall short.  No matter how 
universal the message and how accepting 
American society is of Jews – bigots still 
see us as other.  Anti-Semitism is alive, 
and in Pittsburgh that Shabbat morning, 
its hatred became a lethal obsession.  

But goodness does have a way of 
emerging from evil.  The last month 
has seen countless expressions of grief 
and solidarity, not just in Pittsburgh 
but throughout the country.  Locally, 
memorial services have been attended 
by people of all faiths and both Rabbi 
Schultz’s and my “inboxes” have been 
filled with words of condolence and 
sadness.  A “Show up for Shabbat” 
initiative dovetailed well with our already 
scheduled “Shabbat About Town” and 
led to a service of special meaning.  The 
shooter may have sought to “kill Jews” 
and create fear, but for most of us the 
reaction has been to come together.

In the wake of the shootings I was drawn 
to an article in Tablet Magazine (an on-
line magazine of Jewish content) that 
praised what the author, Liel Leibovitz, 
considers a new set of Pittsburgh 
Principles.  

1)  Do not divide — multiply.  Rather than 
belong to one shul and refuse to set foot 
in any other, people here take out multiple 
memberships … None of this is to say that 
important distinctions — theological, 
political, and emotional — aren’t 
observed or respected; they are. But they 
are never allowed to grow so ravenous or 
so wild as to devour the community they 
ultimately serve, a community that insists 
on always remaining larger than the sum 
of its parts.

2) Know your place. Unlike those who 
mock and scold and savage without 
having to look another human being in 
the eye or step into a room with folks who 
may think or feel differently, the people 
in Pittsburgh seemed to understand 
that there is no substitute for humans 
congregating together in shared spaces…
the price you pay for a real community is 
showing up when it matters, even if the 
comforts of home might’ve been more 
appealing.

3) Lincoln’s Logic: The proposition 
that a government of the people, by the 
people, for the people, shall not perish 
from the earth. It’s not just a platitude:…
we expect others in positions of power 
— from elected officials to community 
leaders — to keep us physically safe and 
spiritually satiated. They know better in 
Pittsburgh. The leaders were all there, 
reporting to duty, but so many of the 
initiatives…were organized by the people 
and for the people. 

(https://www.tabletmag.com/
scroll/273697/the-pittsburgh-principles)

From out of Pittsburgh, be it a Platform 
in 1885 or Principles of 2018, emerge 
ideas and ideals worth considering.

From the Rabbi’s Desk/Rabbi James Prosnit

Pittsburgh: From Platform to Principles

The shooter may have sought to “kill Jews” and 
create fear, but for most of us the reaction has 
been to come together.
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Following is an edited version of 
a Facebook post written by Rachel 
Gaugler, a freshman at the University of 
Pittsburgh, after the killings at the Tree 
of Life Synagogue:

You see it happen to other communities, 
but you never think it will happen to 
yours. And then it does....

It’s been nearly a week since the attack 
and it still feels surreal. I keep waiting to 
wake up from this nightmare, but each 
day I wake up and see the electronic 
candle sitting on my desk from one of the 
many vigils I’ve attended, and I realize 
that this isn’t a nightmare, it’s now our 
reality. 
\
Our community has been devastated and 
I am still at a loss for words. I live just 
under two miles from the Tree of Life 
Synagogue.  The thought of a terrorist 
attack happening TWO MILES away is 
almost incomprehensible. I am frustrated. 
I am angry. But, I am hanging in there 
because that’s what the 11 innocent souls 
would have wanted me to do. 

Here in Pittsburgh we have a huge Jewish 
community, especially on Pitt’s campus. 
It’s amazing to see how hard people are 
trying to come together and not let what 
happened affect their Jewish identity 
and the way they practice their faith. It 
is truly inspiring to see how resilient my 
community is. We are devastated, but 
we have also become 10 times  stronger 
because of it. I have always been proud to 
be a Jew, but over the course of this past 
week I’ve never felt prouder. 

In the hours following the attack, the 
majority of articles shared and headlines 
I saw on social media were some kind 
of version of “gun control: we need it 
and we need it now.” Nothing about 
the fact that this was a senseless HATE 
crime. Nothing about how the Jewish 
communities across the world who have 
continuously dealt with anti-Semitism 
are suffering. Worst of all, there was 
barely anything about the victims, not 

even prayers for them!!! That first day 
should have been about the victims and 
the heroes, not about pushing the gun 
control agenda. Each and every innocent 
person we lost deserves to be respected, 
and pushing that gun agenda on the 
exact same day they were murdered is 
dancing upon their graves. That’s just 
unacceptable. 

This is far more complicated than just 
a gun issue. Yes, gun control may have 
prevented such a heinous act, but I believe 
that nothing would have stopped this 
lunatic from attacking my community. If 
it wasn’t with guns it would have been 
with another weapon that could have 
caused even more destruction. Hate was 
the primary factor in this attack. 

Unless we communicate with each other, 
nothing will actually change. We must 
truly reach across the aisle, listen to 
each other carefully, speak respectfully, 
and create solutions TOGETHER. We 
need to teach our children to love and 
to be accepting of people who may live 
differently. Gun control alone will not 
stop these attacks. We also need to spread 

more love, and to implement more mental 
health services as well as more artificial 
intelligence on social media platforms 
to screen for those who want to commit 
these heinous acts.

2018 has been the year of spreading 
awareness about issues that minorities 
in this country are facing. We have 
been confronting issues of racism, 
Islamophobia, LGBTQ+ rights, and 
so many more. While these topics 
are extremely important and must be 
addressed, where is the talk of anti-
Semitism? I will be selfish and ask what 
about the Jews and the hatred they face 
daily? Where is the fight for us and why 
does it have to take 11 innocent lives to 
be lost in order for people to talk about 
the issue and for awareness to be spread? 
I found it interesting and (mostly) 
disappointing that only one of my five 
professors even mentioned the attack in 
class. They conducted class like it was a 
normal day, like 11 innocent lives hadn’t 
just been lost.  In order for this to never 
happen again this needs to be addressed 
and it needs to be talked about!! 

Follow us on Instagram at Cbipt

It is truly inspiring to see how resilient my 
community is. We are devastated, but we have 
also become 10 times stronger.

A STUDENT REFLECTS ON  
THE TRAGEDY IN PITTSBURGH 

Continued on Page 7.
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Forgetting is healthy if it 
leads us to greater creative 
conversations about what 
Judaism can be. 

From the Rabbi’s Study/Rabbi Evan Schultz

It’s Good to Forget the Torah?

Follow us on Twitter via @cbibpt.org. We’ll follow back!

It’s the month of December, which means 
one thing: the festival of Chanukah is 
near! While each year we may return to 
our tried and true latke recipes and our 
favorite chanukiah that we’ve used for 
countless celebrations, there are always 
new ways to think about and understand 
this festival.
 
I want to share a verse from the “Al 
Hanissim” text that we read on Chanukah. 
The text says, “When the wicked Greek 
kingdom stood against your people Israel 
in order to make them forget your Torah 
and to cause them to stray from your 
desired laws…” We often think that the 
goal of the Greeks was to destroy the 
Jewish Temple in Jerusalem. However, 
according to this text, their goal was also 
to cause us to forget the Torah. 

It is an interesting question to ponder 
whether or not they succeeded. Our 
tradition actually teaches that it was 
during the time of the Hasmoneans 
that we as Jews began to argue more 
vehemently about the proper ways to 
follow Jewish laws and how to interpret 
our ancient texts. It was almost as if we 
had “forgotten,” and from that, many 
Jewish factions emerged, each with its 
staunch view of what the Torah really 
means.

But what if forgetting is actually a good 
thing? What if the arguing and different 
interpretations are actually healthy and 
lead to greater vibrancy as a people? 
Remember that when the Israelites 
marched through the desert, Moses 
smashed the first set of tablets given to 
him by God. Moses was so angered by 
the creation of the golden calf that he 
broke the tablets, causing the Israelites to 
“forget” the words of the Torah.
 

In the Talmud it states, “Said Reish 
Lakish: Sometimes the cancellation 
of Torah is its very foundation, as it is 
written:

Which you shattered (asher shibarta)
The Holy and Blessed One said to Moshe:
More power to you (yishar kohakha) that 
you shattered them!” 

In other words, it was perhaps for the 
good that Moses smashed those tablets 
and caused the Israelites to forget!
Why is forgetting a positive, according 
to our tradition? Because from that we 
(hopefully) think about Judaism in new 
and creative ways. Sometimes one has 

to break what is perhaps “not broken” in 
order to view our tradition in dynamic 
new ways. 

Forgetting allows and enables us to 
have new conversations, to think about 
Judaism in ways we never considered, it 
pushes us to re-imagine what the Torah 
can be and how it can elevate and add 
meaning to our lives.

So when we light the Chanukah candles, 
we start from zero and add one each 
night. In essence, we are re-enacting 
the process of “forgetting” and then re-
thinking Judaism and the Torah in entirely 
new ways. Forgetting is healthy if it leads 
us to greater creative conversations about 
what Judaism can be. 

So as your light your Chanukah lights, 
use each new light as an opportunity to 
“forget” and then re-imagine and dream 
about Judaism with a new lens and fresh 
outlook. Happy Chanukah!

More than 200 congregants took part in the 2nd annual Shabbat About Town on Nov 2. This year, 
13 hosts opened their homes  to serve and share Shabbat dinner and conversation.
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Bonim Buzz/Alexa Cohen, Early Childhood Director

Bonim Preschool Loves Their  
Grandpas and Grandmas

Each Friday an excited group of 
preschoolers boards the bus to take the 
short trip down Park Avenue from B’nai 
Israel to Jewish Senior Services to visit 
“the Grandmas and the Grandpas.” 

 It is such a special time for them and for 
us.  The kids bring a craft for the kids 
to complete with the seniors and they all 
enjoy challah and grape juice together.  

One of the kids favorite activities is 
having a Shabbat sing-along with the 
seniors.  Even Augie, the therapy dog, 
makes an appearance to greet the kids.

We have been participating in this lovely 
tradition with the Jewish Senior Services 
since long before they moved into their 
new home down the road. 

This special intergenerational friendship 
is so important to us.  The kids learn that 
some people need help walking and some 
people cannot speak any longer and that 
we are all friends.  

We are busy learning some new Chanukah 
songs for our first ever  Special Shabbat 
Chanukah Celebration at JSS (see the 
invitation on this page.)

The Women’s Auxiliary and Congregation B’nai Israel Bonim Preschool
invite you and your family to participate in our

Friday
November 30, 2018

6:30 PM
in the Synagogue

Followed by an Oneg and Special Kiddush 
(Dessert Reception) 

Bennett Hall, Jewish Senior Services
4200 Park Avenue, Bridgeport

Please bring your family and friends for an early Chanukah Celebration.

To participate in the program or to make reservations,  
please contact Susan Freed at 203-365-6407 or sfreed@jseniors.org

Special 
Shabbat

Chanukah 
Celebration

Special 
Shabbat

Chanukah 
Celebration

Bonim Preschool

Competing in  his second New York City Marathon, 
Rabbi Evan Schultz had a time of 4:00:56, which 
he said was very consistent with his previous 
performance. 

Asked how he finds the time to train, Rabbi Schultz 
said: “I do my long runs on my day off (Wednesday) 
and then squeeze in a run whenever I have a free 
moment -- sometimes at 5 a.m., sometimes at lunch, 
and sometimes at 9:30 at night!”

Run, Rabbi, Run
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In 2008, the United States economy 
bottomed out, leaving the country in 
its worst financial state since the Great 
Depression. The Gross Domestic Product 
has grown by close to $5 trillion since 
then. And unemployment has fallen to 
4%, the lowest point since 2003. You 
can choose which politicians to credit for 
this (if you must), but by most national 
indicators, the economy is in pretty 
decent shape.

Most of us do not use national economic 
indicators to buy food and clothes for 
our children. We use our paychecks. 
And the sad fact is that 10 years after the 
Great Recession, we have members of 
B’nai Israel whose paychecks have not 
fully recovered. They sometimes find 
themselves struggling to figure out how 
to say yes to their children for activities 
and items that many of us don’t think 
twice about purchasing.

Sometimes these families just leave 
quietly, forgoing connections with the 
community, a formal Jewish education 
for their children and sometimes a Bar 
or Bat Mitzvah. They don’t see another 
way. I am proud that our temple has 
Jake Bogner, the financial secretary on 
our Board of Trustees whose job is to 
work with these members and help them 
understand that this is their home, and 

family means you get to stay no matter 
what. 

Sometimes, reducing dues is not enough. 
We do not have the financial capability 
of reducing tuition. Our budget is simply 
too tight. When the Great Recession was 
getting under way, a few of our members 
decided to help. Their kids were long 
out of Religious School. They heard the 
call for help and gave us $5,000 to start 
a Religious School Scholarship Fund. 
Others joined them in contributing. And 
each year since, we have been able to 
offer scholarships to those truly in need. 
And each year, we give out every dollar 
we collected.

The pot is currently empty. We have 
requests for over $6,000 this year. And 
we are still trying to pay for some of 
last year’s scholarships. We will not turn 
a family away, but we need more help. 
Your help. We have three funds that 
provide Jewish Educational Scholarships 
and they all need your help. 

1. The Religious School Scholarship 
Fund provides need-based assistance 

for enrollment in our school. 

2. The Gillette Judaic Enrichment 
Fund, named for Marsha and Bob 
Gillette (our Educator Emeritus), 
provides funds for informal 
educational experiences like our 
camps and Israel programs.

3. The Nursery School Scholarship 
Fund provides need-based assistance 
for enrollment in our Bonim Pre-
school.

Please consider making a contribution 
in addition to any other giving to the 
temple. I invite you to drop in on a 
Sunday, Monday or Thursday and see our 
school in action. You will see kids having 
fun and learning at the same time. You 
will observe the Jewish future. And you 
can witness what your donation makes 
possible.

L’shalom,

Ira J. Wise, D.J.R.E. 
Temple Educator

Like us on Facebook. Visit the Congregation B’nai Israel page and join us online.

From the Education Center/Ira J. Wise

THIS IS NOT A POLITICAL ARTICLE.

We will not turn a family away,  
but we need more help. Your help. 

In 2017 almost 2,000 anti-Semitic 
incidents were reported which is a 57% 
INCREASE from 2016. How many 
weren’t reported? I myself have been 
directly and indirectly affected by 
anti-Semitism my entire life, as early 
as elementary school when a peer of 
mine said “You should have died in the 
Holocaust.” He didn’t know exactly what 
he was saying, and although that doesn’t 
make it okay, we need to focus on where 

he heard that. Who said such a thing to 
my peer and how did they come to that 
thinking? 

The microaggressions, the graffiti, the 
hate speech, the “jokes”, they seem so 
harmless. But, if they aren’t addressed, 
the people who say and do those things 
will continue to do so at alarmingly high 
rates. 

I am asking every single person that 
reads this post to act. 

Each day do something for someone else 

and for the betterment of this world. In 
the Jewish tradition we call this Tikkun 
Olam, or repairing of the world. Tikkun 
Olam can be any act that helps to improve 
the world and those who live in it. It can 
be volunteering, giving to charity, or 
even as simple as buying a meal for a 
homeless person.

Spread love. Let’s not wait for something 
so horrible to happen to remember what’s 
most important in life. Yes, love your 
family and friends, but let’s love our 
neighbors and the strangers we walk past 
on the street too.

A STUDENT 
REFLECTS  

From page 4
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Adult Round Table Returns!
Thursday, December 6 and January 3 
at Noon

Gloria Katz facili-
tates a discussion 
about current events 
for anyone who 
wants to go beyond 
the headlines. Join 

us the first Thursday of every month, and 
bring a sandwich, your opinion and an 
open mind.

A Letter to My Child
Sunday, December 9, 9:45 – 11:45 a.m.
Parents, join with Rabbi Schultz for this 
one day workshop where we will (hope 
to!) give you the tools, the resources, 
and the space to talk to one another and 
to craft a letter to your child(ren) about 

why Judaism matters to you and why it is 
important to you to pass this tradition to 
your child(ren). This session is geared for 
parents of children in Kitot Daled – Vav 
(4th – 6th).

Monday Mishneh Torah
Mondays, December 3, 10 and 17 at 
noon 
Back by popular demand, we will study 

Maimonides Mishneh Torah and his 
book of “De’ot,” meaning laws of char-
acter, or self. All are welcome, no previ-
ous knowledge or Hebrew needed! Bring 
your lunch and join the conversation! 
This class will be team taught by Rabbi 
Prosnit, Rabbi Schultz, and Ira Wise.

Anti-Semitism: The Lethal Obsession
Fridays, December 7 and 14, at noon
Hatred and fear of Jews did not begin 
with or end with the Holocaust.  The class 
will consider the whys, whats and hows 
of Anti-Semitism, and assess its global 
impact today. With Rabbi Prosnit.  

Adult Jewish Learning at 
Congregation B’nai Israel

December 2018 

Happy Chanukah from BIFTY! Join us 
for our December programs! 

Five reasons to join BIFTY: 
1. You’ll meet new friends
2.  see friends you don’t see at school
3. You’ll eat great snacks
4.  You’ll do fun activities, like cook, 

scavenger hunts, and games
5.  It will be the highlight of your 

week! 

December 13: Celebrate Chanukah with 
BIFTY! 
December 20: We will be joining 
congregants at Calvary St. George’s 
Church at 755 Clinton Ave in Bridgeport 
from 6:30-7:30. Feel free to attend 
earlier to help serve food to the local 
community! See page 2 of this Bulletin 
for more details.  

Questions? Email advisor Marisa 
Underberger munderberger@cbibpt.org 
Best way to keep up to date with BIFTY: 

Like our Facebook page “BIFTY”
Follow us on Instagram @ cbi.bifty 

BIFTY

We had a great time cooking with Yuval, one of the temple’s Israeli Emissaries.
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NOVEMBER DONATIONS

Rabbi Prosnit Discretionary Fund
Claire Baker, in gratitude to Rabbi 
Prosnit, for making my evening so 
memorable.
Alison Bonds and Larry Levine, in 
honor of Rabbi Prosnit and Wendy 
Bloch.
Stacy and Rob Giglietti, in memory of 
Bernie Lipin.
Andrea Goodman and Jeffrey 
Ackerman, in honor of Rabbi Jim 
Prosnit and Wendy Bloch, on the birth of 
granddaughter, Zoe May Prosnit.
Brenda and Justin Kreuzer, in loving 
memory of our fathers, Matthew Furman 
and Barton Kreuzer.
Carol Krim, in appreciation of Rabbi 
Prosnit.
Paul, Jessica, Andra & Fred Locke 
and Families, in honor of, and in 
appreciation to, Rabbi Jim Prosnit, for 
all that he has done for our parents and 
families.
Jeffrey and Kelle Cox Ruden, in 
memory of Norman Cox.
Debbie, Dan, Matthew, Jaime and 
Brooke Viens, in honor of Rabbi Jim 
Prosnit and Wendy Bloch, on the birth of 
granddaughter, Zoe May Prosnit.
Louise Linsky and Bob Weintraub, 
in memory of Joan Jones, and in 
appreciation of Rabbi Prosnit.
Fredric and Ronni Zinn, in memory of 
Hank Silverman.

Rabbi Schultz Discretionary Fund
Claire Baker, in gratitude to Rabbi 
Schultz, for making my evening so 
memorable.
Alison Bonds and Larry Levine, in 
memory of Barbara Perlman.
Richard Ward, a donation.
Esther and Howard Weiner, in honor 
of the New Year, 5779.

Music Fund
Claire Baker, in gratitude to Cantor 
Blum, for making my evening so 
memorable.
Paul and Patricia Buchbinder, Mazel 
tov to Matthew Perman on his Bar 
Mitzvah.
Milton Jacoby, in honor of Elaine 
Chetrit and Claire Baker.

Enhancement Fund
Susan and Stan Baron, a donation.
Marvin Gelfand, in memory of Edith 
Gelfand.
Terri and Dan Green, in memory of 
Stephen Lessler, father of Terri Green; in 
memory of Peter Lessler, brother of Terri 
Green.
Rozanne C. Lancia, in memory of 
father, Moe Cohen.
Stanley and Judith Lessler, in memory 
of David Lessler.
Alice Madwed, in memory of mother, 
Frieda Ente.
Bernice Rosch, in memory of dear 
mother, Sophia Miller.
Jody Feld Webber, in memory of 
parents, Lois and Benjamin Feld.

Rabbi Martin Library Fund
Dale and Jerry Demner, in memory of 
Steven Slive, cousin of Dale Demner.

Prayer Book Fund
Gloria Katz, in honor of Esther 
Spiegel’s birthday.

Religious School Scholarship Fund
Alison Bonds and Larry Levine, in 
honor of Richard and Susan Walden.
Helene and Allen Goldberg, in honor of 
Matthew Perman on his Bar Mitzvah.
The Marchand Family, a donation.

Religious School Enrichment Fund
Claire Baker, in gratitude to Ira Wise, 
for making my evening so memorable.
Alison Bonds and Larry Levine, in 
honor of Audrey and Ira Wise; in honor 
of Sue Shane’s birthday.
Audrey, Ira, Ethan and Harper Wise, 
in honor of Ed Burger and Luise Mann 
Burger, on the birth of granddaughter, 
Charlie Bea Burger.

Rabbi Arnold Sher Social Action Fund
Elaine Appellof and Jerry Saunders, 
in memory of Harris Shapiro.
Eric and Ruth Gross, in loving memory 
of Florence Feldman Mandel.
Eleanor and Steve Kaye, in honor of 
Matthew Perman on his Bar Mitzvah; 
Mazel Tov to Marty and Judi Rosenblatt 
on their 50th Wedding Anniversary.

Vision Loan Reduction Fund
Patti and Samuel Rosenberg, in 
memory of Frania Rosenberg.

Jim Abraham Education Fund for 
Jewish Leadership
William and Lorraine Smith, in 
memory of father, Simon Smith; in 
memory of sister, Ida Lax; in memory of 
brother-in-law, Irving Lax.

Judith Brav Sher Family Education 
Fund 
Alison Bonds and Larry Levine, in 
honor of Elaine Chetrit.
Elaine and Juda Chetrit, in honor of 
Rabbi Jim Prosnit and Wendy Bloch, 
on the birth of granddaughter, Zoe May 
Prosnit; in honor of Ruth and Eric Gross, 
on the birth of granddaughter, Harper 
Marie Blumberg; in honor of Ed Burger 
and Luise Mann Burger, on the birth of 
granddaughter, Charlie Bea Burger; in 
honor of Barbara Solomon, on the birth 
of grandson, Ori Devin Solomon.
Barbara Solomon, in honor of Rabbi 
Jim Prosnit and Wendy Bloch, on the 
birth of granddaughter, Zoe May Prosnit.

Arnold & Doris Tower Fund
Steve and Ellen Tower, in memory of 
father, Arnold Tower.

Yakhani Caring Fund
Barbara Abraham, with joy and 
gratitude for the birth of Ori Devin 
Solomon, grandson of Barbara Solomon.
Alison Bonds and Larry Levine, in 
memory of Derek Solomon, husband of 
Barbara Solomon.
Andrea Goodman and Jeffrey 
Ackerman, in honor of Barbara 
Solomon, on the birth of grandson, Ori 
Devin Solomon, son of Daniel and Sonja 
Solomon, brother of Jonah.
Paula and Bob Herzlinger, in honor 
of Barbara Solomon, on the birth of 
grandson, Ori Devin Solomon.

(Please note that only contributions of $10.00 or more will be acknowledged with a card and Bulletin listing.)
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MARKING 60 YEARS IN OUR TEMPLE
In the 1950s, a growing Congregation 
B’nai Israel struggled with a synagogue 
building that was too small to 
accommodate High Holy Day services.  
Instead, they were held at the Klein 
Memorial Auditorium.

Tickets were required for the 
Confirmation ceremony because seating 
in the sanctuary was so limited.

That all changed 60 years ago, when our 
current building was competed.

Designed by Percival Goodman, an 
architect famous for building modern 
synagogues all around the country, the 
new temple was the culmination of a 
dream that began shortly after World War 
II.

The building cost $850,000 -- adjusted 
for inflation, that would be $7.5 million 
today. 

One of the biggest donors to the project 
wasn’t a synagogue member; he wasn’t 
even Jewish. He was Sumner Simpson, 
the president of Raybestos and a great 
friend and admirer of Rabbi Albert L. 
Martin, who led the congregation for 30 
years.

One of the smaller donors was Allan 
Shumofsky, who was only 15 at the time.

“There was a big campaign to raise 
money,” he recalled. “I went out two or 
three times collecting old newspapers in 
my neighborhood.  We loaded them into 
the station wagon and took them to a 
place on Commerce Drive that recycled 
them”

Back then, recyclers actually paid for 
old newspapers. Alan raised $100 – the 
equivalent of almost $900 today

He was also at the dedication, but he 

got a sneak preview a week in advance. 
“After services in the old building on 
Friday night, somebody said we could go   
up to the new facility,” Alan said.  “My 
mother and I went up.”

His first impression: “It was just huge. 
The old synagogue probably only held 
60 people in the sanctuary, so this was a 
big change.”

The dedication journal for the building 
included messages of congratulations 
from President Dwight Eisenhower, Gov. 
Abraham Ribicoff, Senators Prescott 
Bush and William Purtell, and Bridgeport 
Mayor Samuel Tedesco.

An article by Ann V. Masters in the 
Bridgeport Sunday Post was effusive, 
calling the new building “an inspiring 
work of art,’’ adding, “Dramatically 
modern, it is an achievement of singular 
beauty.”

It went on: “The interior is magnificent. 
Resplendent, yet austerely stirring, it is 
an inspiring creation of lofty conception. 
In a sense, it is truly what is known as 
a rabbi’s temple – not only beautiful but 
highly functional as well.”

(203) 336-1858 • www.cbibpt.org
The Bulletin of Congregation B’nai Israel is published every month except July.

James Prosnit, D.D. ............................... Rabbi

Evan Schultz .......................................... Rabbi

Arnold I. Sher, D.D. ............... Rabbi Emeritus

Sheri E. Blum, D.M.  ............................ Cantor

Ramon Gilbert, D.M. ............ Cantor Emeritus

Ira J. Wise, D.J.R.E. ............ Temple Educator

Robert H. Gillette, R.J.E .... Educator Emeritus

Alexa Cohen …....... Early Childhood Director

Officers
Shari Nerreau ..................................... President
Larry Levine .......................... 1st Vice President
Jill Elbaum .................................. Vice President 
Perry Molinoff ............................ Vice President
Susan Walden ............................. Vice President
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David Herbst ....................... Assistant Treasurer
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Jake Bogner ...................... Financial Secretary
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Affiliates
Marisa Underberger ................................................... BIFTY Advisor/Youth Engagement Specialist
Hannah Mallon and Alex Weisman...................................................................  BIFTY Co-Presidents
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Congregation B’nai Israel, founded in 1858, seeks to be a vibrant Reform synagogue dedicated to the 
perpetuation of Jewish life and values within the framework of contemporary American Judaism. We 
are a gateway to Judaism for all. The Congregation B’nai Israel Bulletin publishes monthly 11 times 
a year (except July). To submit an article, announcement or ad to the Bulletin, please contact Editor 

Jack Kadden at jkadden@cbibpt.org. Submissions are due by the first day of the month preceding the 
publication month. We reserve the right to edit all submissions for length or style.
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The following members 
of the legal community 
join together in  their 
support of  the B’nai 

Israel Bulletin:
Ken Beck

Eric Broder
Marcia Cohen
Mark A. Kirsch
Richard Krantz 

Andrew R. Lubin
Daniel Schopick



13

Please Support Our Advertisers

Do your teenagers think B’nai Israel is just about Religious School? Encourage them to join the fun at BIFTY.

The following members of the medical community join 
together in their support of the B’nai Israel Bulletin:

Dr. Andrea Hagani 

Dr. Robert D. Chessin

Dr. David F. Bindelglass

Dr. Alan M. Nelson

Dr. Glenn M. Rich

Dr. Lawrence Dinkes

Dr. Kenneth Rabine

Dr. George P. Kelly

Dr. Howard B. Twersky

Dr. Jeffrey Small 

Dr. Edward Portnay

Dr. Michael Connolly

Dr. Kenneth Kingsly

Dr. Mark J. Hotchkiss

Dr. Andrew Levi

Dr. Jared Selter

Dr. Geoffrey Gladstein

Dr. Rachel E. Sheiman

Dr. Brian King

Dr. Abraham Fridman 

Dr. Katherine J. Pesce

Dr. Nicholas Blondin

Dr. Aaron Dommu

Dr. Perry A. Wasserlauf
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Eric J. Broder: ebroder@broderorland.com 
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Serving Stamford, Westport, Bridgeport, and Upper Fairfield County 
4200 Park Avenue, Suite 300, Bridgeport, CT 06604 

Phone: 203-921-4161  www.ctjfs.org 
Recipient Agency of the Federation for Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fairfield County  

and the United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan, and Darien 

Did you know?  Schoke Jewish Family Service provides 
Thanksgiving meals, Hanukkah gifts, and winter coats to 

families in need throughout Fairfield County. 

Happy Hanukkah 
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Shabbat Service Schedule
(Fridays at 6:00 p.m. where indicated, preceded by an Oneg Shabbat at 5:30 p.m.)

Donation Item of the Month:  Soap, paper towels and tissues  for nOURrish Bridgeport

Friday, December 7
 6:00 p.m.  Service - Shabbat 

Chanukah, dinner to 
follow services  
(See Page 1)  
 Torah Portion – Miketz, 
Gen. 41:1-44:17

   Haftarah – Zechariah 
4:1-7

  
Saturday, December 8
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
 11:00 a.m.    Bar Mitzvah of 

Benjamin Feinstein, son 
of Michael and Kim 
Feinstein

Friday, December 14
 6:00 p.m. Service
     Torah Portion – 

Vayigash, Gen.  
44:18-47:27

   Haftarah – Ezekiel  
7:15-28

                     
Saturday, December 15
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
 9:30 a.m.  Young Families 

Havurah 

Friday, December 21
   6:00 p.m. Service  

Torah Portion – 
Vayechi, Gen. 47:28-
50:26

   Haftarah – 1 Kings  
2:1-12

Saturday, December 22
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study

Friday, December 28
   6:00 p.m.  Service 

Torah Portion – Shemot, 
Exod. 1:1-6:1

   Haftarah – Isaiah 27:6-
28:13; 29:22-23

Saturday, December 29
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
  

CANTOR BLUM ................................................................. From Page 1

at her synagogue in California. She was 
admitted to Cantorial School at 18, and 
while studying there served as Cantor for 
a congregation in Freeport, Long Island 
for four years.
 
Upon graduation, she served as Cantor 
for a synagogue in Worcester, Mass., for 
12 years. It was an aging congregation, 
and during that time she officiated at 600 
funerals.
 
With the congregation shrinking from 
1,100 families to 400, it could no longer 
afford a Cantor, and Cantor Blum started 
looking for a new position. 

“I auditioned for five pulpits,” she 
said,  “and was a finalist for four of them, 

but B’nai Israel was my first choice, so 
when they offered me the job, I took it.”
 
One of the highlights of her career, she 
said, was making a CD with the Junior 
Choir that reached the first level of 
nominations for a Grammy.
 
Cantor Blum said she has seen her 
profession change considerably.
 
“When I entered, it was focused on 
having a big operatic voice that could 
sing solos,”  she said. Now, it is more 

about leading the congregation in prayer 
and song.
 
Another change, she said, is that it while 
it was rare to see a woman Cantor when 
she started out,  today she estimates 
that roughly 75 percent of Cantors are 
women.
 
“Next year will be my 42nd High Holy 
Days as a Cantor,” she said in her letter, 
adding, “I have had an amazing career.”

‘B’nai Israel was my first choice, so when 
they offered me the job, I took it.’
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Pillar of Congregation
Barbara Abraham
Luise Mann Burger and Ed Burger
Paula and Robert Herzlinger
Jerry Saunders and Elaine Appellof
Serena and Arnie Sher
Jon and Cleo Sonneborn
Ken and Cindy West
Ronni and Fred Zinn

Benefactor of Congregation
Jon Davis and Evelyn Rubak
Marcia Cohen and Mark Hotchkiss
Anne and Mark Kirsch
Steven and Susan Klein
Karen and Peter Montagna

President’s Circle
Alice and George Kelly
Linda and Gene Koski
Larry Levine and Alison Bonds
Randy and Beth Reich
Sheryl Santiago
Caren and Bill Schwartz
Debbie and Dan Viens

Judy and Marty Waldman
Debora and Michael Weisman

High Holy Day Appeal Contribution
Bonnie and Seth Appel
Linda and Brian Barlaam
Barbara Berkowitz
Marcie and Yury Berson
Marilyn Bissell
Lisa and Yoav Burger
Robert and Judith Chessin
Elaine and Juda Chetrit
Joanne and Tim Derwallis
Jennifer and Jonathan Dizney
Randy Dorfman
Linda and Michael Epstein 
Andrea and Dennis Feinberg
Gail and Gary Felberbaum
Laurie and Dean Gaugler
Geoffrey Gladstein
Vladimir and Klara Goldshteyn
Beryl Kaufman
Larry and Norci Kochman
Geoffrey and Melanie Kooris
Monica and Michael Lightman

Muriel Mann
George and Chris Markley
David and Judith Pressler
Adam Rosen and Emily Lehrman
George Rosenberg  
     & Margaret Prosnit Jacobs
Michelle and Joseph Salem
Barbara and Gilbert Saltman
Daniel and Laurie Schopick
Jeffrey Schwartz
Amy and Jared Selter
Jeffrey and Linda Silverberg
Marcie and David Slepian
Suzanne Phillip and Steve Soberman
Eric Stein and Dyann Ross
Laura Sydney-Pulton
Peter and Gail Weinstein
Helen Weinstein
Howard Weisman and Nina Silberman
Rachel and Scott Yurdin

5779 High Holy Day Appeal
Thank you to everyone. This is a continuation of the list from last month’s bulletin.


