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BOB SUSSMAN: MITZVAH HER0
Bob Sussman’s day job is selling jewelry.
But his passion is feeding the hungry.
Bob, one of the owners of Fairfield
Center Jewelers, a family business, is
B’nai Israel’s Mitzvah Hero this year, and
it’s easy to see why.
For six years, Bob has been a regular at
the weekly Feel the Warmth community
supper at Calvary St. George’s Episcopal
Church in Bridgeport, helping to prepare
and serve nutritious meals to some 50
to 100 people who otherwise might go
hungry.
In fact, he has become so involved in the
program that he is now vice president of
nOURish Bridgeport, the organization
that runs the meals program. And, with
the support of B’nai Israel, he regularly
brings Bar and Bat Mitzvah students

with him to
help with the
meals program.
Some of them
become regular
participants.
Besides serving
meals on Thursday nights, nOURish
Bridgeport also runs a food pantry, and
offers regular lessons in English as a
Second Language, where meals are also
served. nOURish Bridgeport is the nonprofit charity of United Congregational
Church of Bridgeport.
Among the volunteers assisting in the
program are students from Bassick and
Central High Schools in Bridgeport,
many of them from very poor families.
Continued on page 15

GIFT OF LIGHT RETURNS
Share the warmth
of Chanukah this
year with your
fellow congregants
by taking part in
this year’s Gift of
Light fundraiser.
The holiday begins Sunday, Dec. 2,
but now is the time to send beautifully
packaged Chanukah candles to your
family and friends at B’nai Israel. This
annual initiative goes well beyond
providing candles and raising funds
for our temple. It helps expand and
strengthen our community.
Each recipient will receive a single box
of candles with personalized messages

from every sender. Orders are due by
Monday, Nov. 19. Our online system
makes placing an order fun and easy. Just
click on the personalized link you receive
via email.
For more information, please contact
Marcia Cohen at mcohen@cbibpt.org or
call the Temple office at (203) 336-1858.
“I love this fund-raiser,” Marcia, the
creator of the campaign, said. “It allows
people to spread some cheer. At this time
of year, it’s so much fun to do something
that’s not about Christmas.”
It is also about “really having a neat
connection” with fellow temple members,
she said.
Continued on page 3

Sharing Our Joy
Debbie and David Ross, in
celebration of the birth of grandson,
Miles Franklin Wolff, son of Rachel
and Harry Wolff.
Marc and Ali Herman, in
celebration of the birth of son,
Henry Leo Herman, brother of
Eviana and Felicity, grandson of
Randye Kaye.
Rabbi Jim Prosnit and Wendy
Bloch, in celebration of the birth of
granddaughter, Zoe May Prosnit,
daughter of Ethan Prosnit and
Arielle Traub, sister of Caleb.
Ruth and Eric Gross, in
celebration of the birth of
granddaughter, Harper Marie
Blumberg, daughter of Tiffany
Redman Blumberg and Jonathan
David Blumberg.
Luise Mann Burger and Ed
Burger, in celebration of the birth
of granddaughter, Charlie Bea,
daughter of Daniel and Randi
Burger.

Welcome! Welcome!
A warm welcome to our newest
members. We look forward to their
participation in our many programs and
hope their affiliation will not only enrich
their lives, but that of our congregation.
Michael & Michele Pollock, Eli and
Ryan
Jamestown Road, Trumbull
Melissa Ferreira, and Brayden
Lady Slipper Drive, Shelton
Matthew & Ilana Kaplan, Lily and
Abigail
Westbrook Place, Fairfield
Howard & Nicole Mansdorf, Jake and
Cami
Thornhill Road, Fairfield
Jason & Tami Weeks, Emerson, Asher
and Tessa
Alden Street, Fairfield
Jeffrey & Barbara Green Orell
Beach Avenue, Milford
Brian & Michele Vendig, Gavin &
Madison
Charles Street, Fairfield

2

BULLETIN BOARD
Tribute Team
The Tribute Team has been hard
at work identifying opportunities
to honor, celebrate and learn with
Rabbi Prosnit. Our goal is to start
learning opportunities in early
2019, culminating with a weekend
of worship and celebration May 31
– June 1, 2019. Please mark your
calendars now.
We anticipate incorporating many
facets that are important to Rabbi
Prosnit in our six-month tribute. If
you are interested in being involved,
please join us at a planning meeting
on Thursday, Nov. 8, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Temple. RSVP to Lynn Lynch at
lynn@cbibpt.org if you plan to be
with us. If you are unable to join us,
please let Lynn Lynch know and we
will be in touch with you.
Luise Mann Burger and Mindy
Siegel
Blood Drive
Our next Red Cross Blood Drive
will be Wednesday, Nov. 7, from
1 to 6 p.m. The horrific weather
that has hit the southeast coast has
created an even greater need for
blood donations. Please register
with the Red Cross at 1-800-7332767 or 1-800-RedCross.
Chanukah Gifts
The
Judaica
Gift
Boutique
has
an
abundance
of
Chanukah merchandise and gift
items. Special Sales events are
planned for Nov. 18 and Dec. 2. It
will be open each day from 10 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m.
The Second Game Night!
Join Women of B’nai Israel on
Thursday, Nov. 29, from 7 to 10
p.m. for an evening of canasta, mah
jong and socializing. It’s a night
for everyone, whether you know
how to play the games or not. Our
first Game Night last spring was a
phenomenal success. There will be
tables for players with experience,
and tables for those who want to
learn the games! If you just want
to socialize, that’s o.k. too! Snacks
and beverages will be provided by
the Women of B’nai Israel! Please

watch for future Hashavua emails
for information on signing up.
Art Show

The synagogue will again sponsor
an art show featuring the works of
temple members, from Thursday,
Nov. 8, to Saturday, Nov. 17, in
the Pavilion. During the weekend
of Nov. 10 and 11, it will be part
of the annual Bridgeport Art Trail.
And Friday evening, Nov. 9, our
own Adam Weisblatt will give a
special talk, following services
and Shabbat Dinner. His topic will
be “The Spirituality of Creativity.”
Reservations are needed for dinner;
Contact Chris at chris@cbibpt.org
Save the Dates
B’nai Israel’s annual Chanukah
celebration will be held on Friday,
Dec. 7. Join us for a special Shabbat
service featuring the Junior Choir
and a catered dinner, with fun and
games for the kids. Families are
invited to bring a special menorah
and candles from home so we can
all light the candles together.
Festivities begin with the Oneg at
5:30 p.m., followed by the service
at 6, and the dinner afterwards. The
cost for dinner is $15 for adults
and $8 for children 12 and under.
Reservations and advance payment
are required, and can be directed to
Chris in the Temple office at chris@
cbibpt.org or (203) 336-1858.
Questions can be sent to Annie
Ringelheim at annieringelheim@
gmail.com.
Another Chanukah event will be
held on Saturday, Dec. 8 at 8 p.m.,
when the new
Congregational
Klezmer
Band
will perform, as
well as Rabbi
Deborah Zecher
in a one-woman
cabaret-style
show.

What’s happening at the Temple? Get Hashavua, our weekly email. Send your request to Lynn at lynn@cbibpt.org.

From the Rabbi’s Desk/Rabbi James Prosnit

THANKING THOSE WHO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
With the High Holy Days and fall festivals
behind us, we’ve entered into a period of
hectic normalcy. The month of Heshvan,
in fact, is the only month in the Jewish
calendar without some sort of holiday
celebration or solemn commemoration.
It’s a good time, therefore, to pause and
in seasonal Americana secular fashion
give thanks, not only for those who do so
much throughout the year, but who step
up so incredibly around the Holy Days.
We sometimes take for granted all that
needs to get done to enable the “holiness”
to shine through. From tickets to tent,
prayer books to memory book, billing
to building and many many things in
between -- the details are staggering.
Spend even a little time in the front office
in late August and September and you
will be amazed at what goes on.
So hats off to the wonderful women in
the office who keep us organized with
incredible patience, grace and efficiency.
A new congregant gets a sense of this
place by their initial greeting, and we can
only guess how much good will has built
up over the years by the kind welcome
people receive.
We have been blessed by the devotion
of Lynn Lynch and Chris Rocha. The
two of them are unique in their concern
for each other and in their love of the
Temple. Lindsay Alston has been our
veteran bookkeeper (now ably assisted

We sometimes take for granted all that needs to get done to
enable the “holiness” to shine through.
by Tammy Caruso) and shows great
competence, savvy and understanding
in working with treasurers, auditors
and congregants in all financial matters.
In the Religious School and Bonim
Early Childhood Center, Beth Prybylek
somehow manages the work of Ira and
Alexa and all the layers of responsiveness
necessary in running our schools.
We have come to depend on our
maintenance staff to keep the place
running, adaptable and clean. In a short
time Eric Braisted has learned about the
pace of synagogue life and the quirks of
this building. He and his staff always
manage to get things done with an
incredibly positive attitude, efficiency
and a smile! We’re blessed with their
competence and kindness and an attitude
that always says, “Yes, we can do it.”
He’s ably supported by Mari Martinez,
Jennifer Quintanilla and Sayda Soto.
And talk about good will. We thought
it might be hard to replace Leroy at the
front door, but Andres Ramirez has more
than lived up to the challenge. With his
“Shabbat Shalom” or “erev tov” greeting,
he makes entering the building a positive
for the youngest in our pre-school to the
members of BIFTY and the oldest of our
senior congregants.

We are probably the only congregation
in the country of our size without
an executive director or temple
administrator, so we depend so much on
our support team.
During this “quieter” time of year, we
express our thanks for the people who
make the rabbis, cantor and educators
look good and who are always quick to
say, “How can I help you.” Next time
you’re in the building, take a moment
and join me in expressing our deep
appreciation for all that they do.

IT’S A GIRL!
After having three sons and being
blessed with three grandsons, Rabbi
Prosnit and his wife, Wendy, are
finally welcoming a girl into the
family. Their son, Ethan, and his
wife, Arielle Traub, had a daughter,
Zoe May Prosnit. And, interestingly
for a family that includes three rabbis,
she was born on Yom Kippur.

Gift Of Light..................................................................... From Page 1
And the
congregation gets a
financial boost.
In the first year –
2013 -- the campaign
raised about $3,000.
Last year, that figure
rose to $19,000.

About 470 families received Chanukah
candles through the campaign last year,
she said, but only about 150 families sent
candles.
“If you got 100 more families to participate,”
she said, ‘it would make a big difference.”
Marcia, said she came up with the idea
because a synagogue she had attended

in Georgetown ran a similar program,
delivering honey to congregants for the
new year.
“At my first B’nai Israel board meeting,
they were looking for new ideas to raise
money,” Marica said, “and I suggested
this.”

Donation Item of the Month: Canned soups or vegetables for nOURrish Bridgeport

3

LESSONS IN LEADERSHIP
EDITOR’S NOTE: Jessica Becker
is our 2018 Jim Abraham Jewish
Leadership Fellow.
Over the summer, I had the opportunity to
go to the URJ Kutz Camp for four weeks
as a part of the Jim Abraham Leadership
Fellowship,
a scholarship program
offered to B’nai Israel teens who want to
grow as leaders in their communities.
While at Kutz, you can choose what
major leadership track to participate
in, and other classes that enhance your
learning in that area. I took the Action
and Advocacy leadership track, where
I worked with leadership from the
Religious Action Center for Reform
Judaism.
I learned about civic engagement, ballot
initiatives and the importance of voting,
along with how to run social justice
programming in our youth groups and
how to use Judaism in our social justice
arguments.
Being able to work with an organization
like the Religious Action Center to
become a better social justice leader has
changed my life. I was able to make my
arguments better when talking about
politically charged topics, and I learned
how to have a productive discussion with
people who have opposite views to my
own.
Besides these awesome learning
experiences, I made friends with some
NFTY leaders. As an active member of
BIFTY (B’nai Israel’s Temple Youth
Group), NFTY-Northeast and a leader for
NFTY on a national level, I knew I was
in the right place because so many other
campers did NFTY in their respective
regions. I met people who came from so
many walks of life and have had so many
Jewish experiences. Each person had a
reason for coming to Kutz. Some wanted
to engage better with their NFTY region
or be a better social justice advocate or
be a better song leader. All these reasons
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“I learned how to have a productive discussion with people who
have opposite views to my own.”
told me that I was in the right place. I was
with equally driven teen Jewish leaders
who had the same passions as I do.
Bringing Kutz back to my NFTY Region,
Congregation B’nai Israel, and my school
environment is an honor. Bringing Kutz
back to B’nai will change the way our
temple is involved in the government. I
will make sure that our temple community
is informed on what is on the ballot in
Connecticut, that members are registered
to vote, that people know where voting
stations are in their town, and that our
members are going to the polls. My
actions will be totally bipartisan because
all political views are acceptable, and
people should vote based on what they
believe is right for our state.
As a founding member of my Students
Demand Action Chapter at Fairfield
Warde High School, a teen organization
aligned with Every Town Against Gun
Violence, I will be able to bring back
the social justice tips and tricks I learned
from the Religious Action Center. I
will be able to get the club to advocate
our beliefs better, learn how to have
Please remember to vote on Nov. 6

productive discussion with people who
have opposing views on Gun Violence
Prevention and how to get our message
out to the student body at Warde.
If your child has no summer plans and
wants to be an active Jewish teen who
is driven to lead a Jewish community,
Kutz is the place for them. I cannot
recommend Kutz highly enough to
anyone and everyone I meet in the reform
Jewish community.
The Jim Abraham Jewish Leadership
Fellowship was established to assist in
the development of future synagogue
leaders through their participation in
educational programs and opportunities.
It is designed to support young adults (late
teens – twenties) who display significant
interest and seriousness in their approach
to Jewish values and education as well
as who show leadership potential as
demonstrated by their academic ability,
and/or active involvement in Reform
Jewish programs and activities. Please
contact Ira Wise at iwise@cbibpt.org for
an application or at (203) 336-1858 to
discuss applying.

From the Rabbi’s Study/Rabbi Evan Schultz

Election Inspiration
It is November and I would imagine the
mid-term elections are very much on
our minds. Over the past few months at
B’nai Israel, we have engaged in a civic
engagement campaign to register new
voters in and around Greater Bridgeport,
as well as right here in our synagogue
halls.
Huge thanks to Barbara Edinberg, Jeff
Schwartz, and Judy Blumenthal, as well
as all of the volunteers who participated
in this initiative. As of writing this article,
I know our volunteers registered over 80
new voters!
And now on the eve of Election Day,
amidst what will surely be tense moments
and anxiety, I want to offer just a bit of
wisdom from our tradition, to provide us
with guidance and inspiration as we head
to the ballot boxes. Our faith does not tell

us who to vote for, but it certainly does
prompt us to engage civically.

“Our faith does not tell us who
to vote for, but it certainly does
prompt us to engage civically.”
The Shulchan Aruch, the 16th century
code of Jewish law teaches:
For any community matter on which
they cannot find common ground, they
should convene all taxpayers, and they
should agree that each will voice his
view altruistically, and they will follow
the majority.
Who holds the ultimate voice in our
tradition? Each of us. This is our texts
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calling to us that each of our votes
does hold weight, that civic affairs are
not relegated to a mere few people, but
each and every one of us. The Shulchan
Aruch, too, teaches that we approach the
booths for the right reasons, with a sense
of altruism, a sense not only of ourselves
but also a broader sense of the potential
impact of our vote.
This notion of responsibility to one
another and to our fellow citizens is
echoed in a story from our midrash, from
Jewish folk tradition:
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai taught a
parable: Men were on a ship. One of
them took a drill and started drilling
underneath him. The others said to him:
What are you doing?! He replied: What
do you care. Is this not underneath my
area that I am drilling?! They said to
him: But the water will rise and flood us
all on this ship! (Vayikra Rabbah 4:6)
Yes, our country may feel a sense of deep
divide during these days. Jewish folk
tradition reminds us that, like the people
on that ship, ultimately we should strive
for a union in which we acknowledge
and think about how our vote, or our
candidate, will affect and treat all
constituents, not only how we, or our
allies, will be affected (which I realize
is sometimes not possible, but Judaism
pushes us to try).
As we enter into these elections, may we
be prompted and inspired by the wisdom
of our ancient texts to carry the power
of our voice and our vote, may we vote
with the right motivations and reasons,
and may we enter the voting booths with
the metaphor of the boat in our minds and
our hearts, that our voice and vote really
has the potential and ability to make
change for us all.

Congregation B’nai Israel, founded in 1858, seeks to be a vibrant Reform synagogue dedicated to the
perpetuation of Jewish life and values within the framework of contemporary American Judaism. We
are a gateway to Judaism for all. The Congregation B’nai Israel Bulletin publishes monthly 11 times
a year (except July). To submit an article, announcement or ad to the Bulletin, please contact Editor
Jack Kadden at jkadden@cbibpt.org. Submissions are due by the first day of the month preceding the
publication month. We reserve the right to edit all submissions for length or style.

Follow us on Twitter via @cbibpt.org. We’ll follow back!
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Bonim Buzz/Alexa Cohen, Early Childhood Director

Prescription For Playtime
Last month, the American Academy of
Pediatrics released a report detailing
the importance of play and suggesting
that doctors write “prescriptions” for
it during early childhood checkups.
Groups like KaBoom and the U.S. Play
Coalition have called for increased
playtime in the past, but the idea of
“prescribing play” made the headlines
in a wide range of media from The New
York Times to People magazine.
To justify this natural children’s behavior
to parents and teachers, it seems as if it
has to be presented as a data point. Play
is just what children do and enjoy, it
doesn’t always have to serve a purpose.
I am not saying that there is something
wrong with having a sense of purpose
when it comes to teaching children.
However, increasingly (especially in
the United States) there is a sense that
every moment of a child’s life must be
purposeful. Children process the world
in unique ways, moments of growth

“Wouldn’t it be nice to teach children the importance of downtime.”
and discovery usually take place in the
absence of adults, not when the adults
micromanage.
This forced “play for purpose” takes
its toll on adults. We all know that our
children have much more energy than
we do, so we end up relying on screenbased activities that are supposed to
be educational (even though, most of
the time they are not). How many of
us think a 4-year-old should be playing
math games on an iPad instead of
running outside.

Increasing anxiety over children’s
futures puts parents under pressure to
invest in their children’s skills earlier to
gain a competitive advantage.
Parents are being driven crazy by
purposefulness, including guilt that
they can’t be present and be “on” for
their children every minute of the day.
Instead, wouldn’t it be nice to teach
children the importance of downtime.
There is a sense of mindfulness children
feel when they play that so many of us
wish we could feel as adults. This is why
the American Academy of Pediatrics
report is so important and why we need
to implement its philosophy by trusting
ourselves as parents and teachers. We
all know that play is important, and not
just because the doctor said so.

BIFTY
We donated over 2,500 pounds of food
to local food banks! Thank you for your
contributions!
BIFTY is every Thursday from 7:15 to
8:45 p.m. in the BIFTY Lounge. We look
forward to seeing you at our upcoming
events!
November 8: Engage in community
service and social action!
November 15: Celebrate fall with BIFTY!
November 22: No BIFTY- Happy
Thanksgiving!
November 29: Race to King Candy at our
Candyland program!
Look out for information on our Sleepover
in the Temple and our Creative Friday
Night Shabbat Service!
Questions? Email advisor Marisa
Underberger munderberger@cbibpt.org
Best way to keep up to date with BIFTY:
Like our Facebook page “BIFTY”
Follow us on Instagram @ cbi.bifty
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BIFTY board members help load the Food Truck during Yom Kippur

We want you in the Bulletin! Send your news to Editor Jack Kadden at jkadden@cbibpt.org

From the Education Center/Ira J. Wise

got keif?
Both of our rabbis spoke about change
during the High Holy Days. Change is the
one true constant in our lives. We wish
our kids would always be the adorable
3-year-olds (or name your favorite age)
that they were (or are now). We know
that cannot happen. And change has
been a constant in Jewish learning at
B’nai Israel. I don’t know about you,
but I prefer to celebrate it rather than get
nostalgic for what used to be.
Seven years ago, we began an experiment
in the school with 15 Kitah Daled (4th
grade) students. They came on Sundays
for 90 minutes instead of Tuesdays,
and Hebrew and Jewish studies were
integrated with a single teacher to allow
a greater sense of continuity and to
help build a more cohesive classroom
community. That model (which we called
Etgar, or challenge) was so successful
that today, Kitot Daled – Vav (4th – 6th)
are built around it. We no longer have
school on Tuesdays, and it is no longer
an experiment!
This year we took another leap with those
grades. We extended the Sunday morning
schedule by 60 minutes, ending the same
time as the younger grades. But we did
not add more class time.
Instead we built more time for both
guided and free socialization so our
young congregants can really get to
know one another. Each grade gathers at
a different time each week for activities,
snack and some time to just hang out.
We call this part of our morning K’vutzat
Keif (Fun Team), but mostly we just say
it’s time for Keif. It is coordinated by our
youth director, Marisa Underberger, and
assisted by the teenagers who work in
our classrooms as part of the Hadrakhah
team.

As I write this, we have had three weeks
of Keif. After the opening session of
Religious School, Stephanie Schechter
– one of our parents – posted on the
Friends of B’nai Israel Religious School
Facebook Group:
“My kid lost his mind when he heard
he had an extra hour of Hebrew school
today. When I picked him up — he said
he was glad they did it because having
a chance to do something fun and social
made the rest of it worth it. Kudos to the
Vision Committee. So far so good.”
Another parent, Rachel Yurdin added

“It is so fun! I felt like I learned
a lot, but in a really fun way”
“SO glad to see this active interaction
with smiling faces! Wonderful addition!”
I asked Kitah Vav (6 ) student Sacha
what he thought about Keif and he said,
“It is so fun! I felt like I learned a lot, but
in a really fun way.”

Interestingly, there is no specifically
Jewish content in Keif. What we want
them to learn is all about who their
classmates are and how to engage one
another and build relationships and
community. Sacha’s remark suggests
that the emotional and social learning
in Keif may be carrying over to the
cognitive learning when they return to
the classroom.
We are so excited to pilot this new
aspect to our program and further build
community amongst our students, as
our parents have requested. So far so
good. We are not hanging any “Mission
Accomplished” banners. We do want
to share the good news, though, and
invite you to celebrate it with us and the
children in your life.
L’shalom,

th

Ira J. Wise, D.J.R.E.
Director of Education

Like us on Facebook. Visit the Congregation B’nai Israel page and join us online.

7

Adult Jewish Learning at
Congregation B’nai Israel
Anti-Semitism: The Lethal Obsession
Fridays, November 9 – December 14,
at noon
Hatred and fear of Jews did not begin
with or end with the Holocaust. The
class will consider the whys, whats and
hows of Anti-Semitism, and assess its
global impact today. With Rabbi Prosnit.
Adult Round Table Returns!
Thursday, November 1 and December
6 at Noon
Gloria Katz facilitates a discussion
about current events
for anyone who
wants to go beyond
the headlines. Join us the first Thursday
of every month, and bring a sandwich,
your opinion and an open mind.
The Torah of Civic and Civil
Engagement Lifelong Learning:
Friday, November 2 at noon
In this election season – as in most –
there are many opinions about many issues and candidates. The same Jewish
book – Pirkei Avot – tells us to both avoid
the notice of the government AND to not
stand idly by. Join Ira Wise for an exploration of both Jewish texts and current
events. We will not be arguing the merits
of one candidate over another. We will be
discussing how we should conduct such
conversations and remember the idea that
we are all created in God’s image and that
we are all Americans. Bring your lunch!
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Monday Mishneh Torah
Mondays, November 5 – December 17,
at noon
Back by popular demand, we will study
Maimonides Mishneh Torah and his
book of “De’ot,” meaning laws of character, or self. All are welcome, no previous knowledge or Hebrew needed! Bring
your lunch and join the conversation!
This class will be team taught by Rabbi
Prosnit, Rabbi Schultz, and Ira Wise.
A Letter to My Child
Sunday, December 9, 9:45 – 11:45 a.m.
Parents, join with Rabbi Schultz for this
one day workshop where we will (hope
to!) give you the tools, the resources,
and the space to talk to one another and
to craft a letter to your child(ren) about
why Judaism matters to you and why it is
important to you to pass this tradition to
your child(ren). This session is geared for
parents of children in Kitot Daled – Vav
(4th – 6th).

Offerings from the Bennett Center for
Judaic Studies at Fairfield University
Defending Human Dignities
Wednesday, November 14 at 8 p.m.
The Jacoby-Lunin Humanitarian
Lecture
Khizr Khan, lawyer and activist, founder
of a pro bono project to provide legal
services for families of men and women
serving in the military and a newly
released memoir, “An American Family.”
Co-sponsored by the Bennett Center for
Follow us on Instagram at @Cbipt.

Judaic Studies and Open Visions Forum.
Kelley Theatre, Quick Center for the
Arts. Call box office at 203-254-4010 to
purchase tickets
Is a Manuscript a Mirror? Reading
Jewish History in Jewish Art
Monday, November 26 at 7:30 p.m.
The Adolph and Ruth Schnurmacher
Lecture in Judaic Studies
Marc Michael Epstein, PhD, professor
of religion and visual culture, director
of Jewish studies, Vassar College, author
of “The Medieval Haggadah: Art, Narrative, and Religious Imagination.” Dolan
School of Business Dining Room. Complimentary admission but reservations
are required. Bennettcenter@fairfield.
edu or 203-254-4000, ext. 2066.

A Note of
Gratitude
Darren Ruskin, the son of Angela
Capinera and Daniel Ruskin, became
a Bar Mitzvah on September 1st.
Soon after, he
sent a note to
Cantor
Shari
Blum expressing
his appreciation
for her work
with him. She
thought readers
might appreciate
Darren’s words:
Dear Cantor Blum,
Thank you for being there on the road
to my bar mitzvah. I truly can’t thank
you enough. And now in hindsight,
I remember what you said the first
night of seventh grade: “The party
will be awesome, but the service will
be better.” That is true.
Sincerely,
Darren Ruskin

NOVEMBER DONATIONS

(Please note that only contributions of $10.00 or more will be acknowledged with a card and Bulletin listing.)
Rabbi Prosnit Discretionary Fund
Jonathan and Helaine Greenbaum,
with thanks to Rabbi Prosnit for his
special prayer prior to our trip to Israel.
Laurel and Hank Greenberg, in
loving memory of brother, Dr. Lloyd H.
Silverman; get well wishes for a speedy
and complete recovery to Carol Krim.
Annette Schwarz Kaye and Richard
Kaye, in honor of Rabbi Jim Prosnit
and Wendy Bloch, on the birth of
granddaughter, Zoe May Prosnit.
Alice and George Kelly, in memory of
mother, Ruth Zimroth.
Shirley Jacob Lantz & Family, in
loving memory of Robert Jacob.
Beth Lazar, in appreciation of Rabbi
Prosnit’s important and moving sermon
on Rosh Hashanah Eve about racism.
Aleksey and Raisa Ledvich, in memory
of grandmother, Sara Goldenfarb; in
memory of grandfather, Eli Goldshteyn.
Serena and Arnie Sher, in honor of
Rabbi Jim Prosnit and Wendy Bloch,
on the birth of granddaughter, Zoe May
Prosnit.
Norman Solomon, in memory of father,
Louis Solomon.
The Stubenhaus Family, with thanks to
Rabbi Prosnit for conducting a beautiful
Memorial Service for Jay Stubenhaus.
Marilyn S. Weinstein & Family, with
thanks to Rabbi Prosnit for a meaningful
unveiling service.
Paul Wunder, in memory of Elaine
Wunder.
Sheila and Burton Yaffie & Family,
in loving memory of father, grandfather
and great-grandfather, Arthur H. Yaffie.
Bill and Dina Zempsky, in appreciation
of Rabbi Prosnit for a wonderful service
for our dad, Burt Zempsky.
Music Fund
Alicia Brown, in memory of brother,
Joel Leonard.
The Cohen/Hotchkiss Family, with
gratitude to Cantor Blum for all of her
help with Jonah’s Bar Mitzvah.
Robert Josovitz, in appreciation to
Cantor Blum for leading the cemetery
service.
Samuel Miller & Family, in honor of
the marriage of Geoffrey Gladstein and
Susan Brody.

The Montagna Family, Birthday
Wishes to Cantor Blum.
Serena and Arnie Sher, in honor of
Claire Baker.
Jonathan and Cleo Sonneborn, in
gratitude for Mark Edinberg’s musical
and spiritual contributions to Friday
night services this summer.
Enhancement Fund
Jeffrey and Wendy Bender, in memory
of Mortimer Aaron.
Barbara Berkowitz, in loving memory
of mother, Evelyn Toss.
Luise Mann Burger, in honor of
Michael Blumenthal for a wonderful
presidency; Mazel tov to Shari Nerreau
on becoming president; in loving
memory of grandmother, Luise Mann.
Robert and Miriam Caston, in
appreciation of Elaine Chetrit.
Joan S. Crossman, in honor of Sue
Shane’s special birthday.
Jan and Chuck Davis, in memory of
Seymour Rubak, father of Evelyn Rubak
Davis.
Jerry and Dale Demner, in memory of
Sidney Slive and Anne Weinstein.
Esther B. Kmetzo, in honor of Suzanne
Shane’s 80th birthday.
Carol Krim, in loving memory of
parents, Dorothy and Abe Mirsky and
Ida and Sam Krim.
Joan and Marc Levy, in honor of
Shari Nerreau, Mazel tov on your new
position.
Louise Linsky and Robert Weintraub,
in memory of Joan Weintraub Jones.
Susan Sherman, in memory of
husband, Edward Sherman; in memory
of parents, Frances and Ralph Howard.
Jay Hackel Stubenhaus Family Trust,
a donation.
Sylvia Prosnit Adult Education Fund
Carmela D’Aquila, in honor of, and
in appreciation to Rabbi Prosnit, for his
work with Life Long Learning.
Ellen and Larry Dinkes, in honor of
Rabbi Jim Prosnit and Wendy Bloch,
on the birth of granddaughter, Zoe May
Prosnit.
Jonathan and Cleo Sonneborn, in
loving memory of mother, Babette
Sonneborn.

Nursery School Enrichment Fund
Serena and Arnie Sher, in honor of
Beth and Jordan Posner, on the birth of
granddaughter, Brina Maya.
Esther Spiegel, in memory of Evelyn
Zolan.
Nursery School Scholarship Fund
Gail and Peter Weinstein, in honor of
Elaine Chetrit for all of her wonderful
years of teaching; in honor of Carol and
Larry Shapiro, on their granddaughter
Eva’s Bat Mitzvah; in honor of
Paula and Herb Greenberg, on their
granddaughter Maddy’s Bat Mitzvah; in
honor of Ahuva and Moshe Munzer, on
their granddaughter Nina’s Bat Mitzvah.
Mazon
Beth Lazar, in appreciation of Barb
Edinberg’s presentation on voter
registration on Yom Kippur afternoon,
and Mark Edinberg’s Shofar blasts on
Rosh Hashanah morning.
Religious School Scholarship Fund
Barbara Abraham, in honor of Sue
Shane.
Paula and Bob Herzlinger, in honor of
Claire Baker, for her years of devoted
service.
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Alicia and Jeff Brown, with gratitude
to Ira Wise, Susan Walden and Sherry
Portnoy, for helping our children with
their Jewish Scouting Awards.
Paula and Bob Herzlinger, in honor of
Elaine Chetrit, for her years of devoted
service.
Bonnie and Manny Lobel, in honor of
Sue Shane’s 80th Birthday.
Nancy Wilkins, in honor of Sue Shane
on her special day.
Rabbi Arnold Sher Social Action
Fund
Barbara and Rob Liberman, in
memory of beloved parents, Anne and
Edward Nowitz.
Ilse Levi, in memory of beloved father,
Hermann Strauss.
Serena and Arnie Sher, in honor of
Elaine Chetrit.
Continued on page 10

Donation Item of the Month: Canned soups or vegetables for nOURrish Bridgeport.
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5779 High Holy Day Appeal

Thank you to everyone who made a special donation for this High Holy Day season
Pillar of Congregation
Judi and David Beier
Renée and Rick Beitman
Lisa and Jim Greenberg
Bob and Helen Natt
Shari and Brian Nerreau
Ann and Arthur Nishball
Jane and Jerry Pressman
James Prosnit and Wendy Bloch
Patti and Samuel Rosenberg
Allan and Claire Shumofsky
Mindy and Jeff Siegel
Benefactor of Congregation
Richard and Joanne Krantz
Joanne and Neil Lippman
Andy and Carol Lubin
Fran and Rob Morris
Shari and Scott Pearlman
Amy and Glenn Rich
Debbie and David Ross
President’s Circle
David Abbey and Deborah Goodman
Andrea Goodman and Jeff Ackerman
Jeffrey and Wendy Bender
Karen and Alan Blau
Eric and Ruth Gross
Janet Jurow and Marshall Simon
Samuel Miller
Nancy and Jeff Oberman
Sandra Rosenberg
Marc and Elaine Silverman
Joseph and Leslie Varon
High Holy Day Appeal Contribution
Bonnie Alterman
Jeffrey and Amy Alterman
Claire L. Baker
Carol and Nate Barsky
Rebecca and Nick Blondin
Louise and Joseph Bobrow
Barbara Bresler
Lisa and Eric Broder
Nancy Brown
Marty and Alayne Burger
Miriam and Bob Caston
Fredelle Cederbaum
Jerome and Dale Demner
Bari Dworken
Mark and Barbara Edinberg
Eloise Epstein
Marvin and Joann Gelfand
Stacy and Rob Giglietti
Laurel and Hank Greenberg
Lynette Helman
Bennett and Nancy Hersch
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Judith Hochstadt
Don and Wendy Hyman
Roger Jackson
Anne Lampert and Michael Jacobson
Jack Kadden
Myrna Kaufman
Randye Kaye
Debra and Jeremy Kortmansky
Carol and Stephen Landsman
Beth Lazar
Aleksey and Raisa Ledvich
Lena Lester
Ilse Levi
Hallie Levine
Marc and Joan Levy
Liza and Joseph Liotta
Richard and Gail Lopatin
Carol Mack
Alice Madwed
Ruth Madwed
Ernest Malecki
Ralph and Wendy Michel

Melissa and Perry Molinoff
Alan and Sylvia Neigher
Alan and Joan Newman
Linda Liefland & Jon Orleans
Louis and Roberta Pabian
Judy Rankell
Richard and Christine Roll
Rianne and Matthew Sappern
Naomi Schaffer
Abigail Schine
Twody and Bob Schless
Martin and Elaine Schwartz
William and Lorraine Smith
Barbara Solomon
Rhea Spiegel
Francine Stein
Julie Strauss
Stephen and Ellen Tower
Jonathan and Lauren Tropp
Lois Wallman
Marilyn Weinstein
Howard and Ondy Zuckerman

NOVEMBER DONATIONS....... From Page 9
Marcie F. Slepian, in memory of Betty
Freedman.
Barbara Solomon, in honor of Ilana
Ofgang and Jon Coffin, on the birth of
daughter, Muirgheal Naima Ofgang.
Vision Loan Reduction Fund
Beth Lazar, in appreciation of Liz
Nigrosh, Anne Kirsch and Mark
Edinberg, for sharing their beautiful
musical talents during the High Holy
Day services.
Patti and Samuel Rosenberg, in
memory of Michael Wilson, brother of
Patti Rosenberg.
Lia Simmons, in memory of Bernard
Simmons and Michael Rosenberg.
Jim Abraham Education Fund for
Jewish Leadership
Andrea Goodman and Jeff Ackerman,
in loving memory of our friend, Jim
Abraham.
Gillette Judaic Enrichment Fund
Joni and Michael Greenspan, in
memory of Phyllis Plotkin, sister of
Marsha Gillette.
Audrey, Ira, Ethan and Harper Wise,
in honor of Nancy Held’s birthday.

Judith Brav Sher Family Education
Fund
Barbara Solomon, in honor of Elaine
Chetrit’s retirement.
Arnold & Doris Tower Fund
Steve and Ellen Tower, in memory of
Norman Cox, father of Kelle Ruden.
Yakhani Caring Fund
Barbara Abraham, in honor of Rabbi
Jim Prosnit and Wendy Bloch, on
the birth of granddaughter, Zoe May
Prosnit; in honor of Andrea Goodman
and Jeff Ackerman on their 40th wedding
anniversary.
Mark and Barbara Edinberg, in honor
of Rabbi Jim Prosnit and Wendy Bloch,
on the birth of granddaughter, Zoe May
Prosnit.
Andrea Goodman and Jeff Ackerman,
in loving memory of our friend, Derek
Solomon.
Beth Lazar, in appreciation, and in
honor of, Barbara Solomon’s heartfelt
presentation on ‘‘Chesed” on Yom
Kippur afternoon; in memory of Derek
Solomon.

What’s happening at the Temple? Get Hashavua, our weekly email. Send your request to Lynn at lynn@cbibpt.org.
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3,200sq.ft of Creative Ballroom Space
Sunday Brunch
Dedicated Event Coordinator
Attractive Rates for Your Next Event / Room Block!
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CMY

Call or Email for more details

K

P: 203.557.8124 | Email: sales@westportinn.com

Not Just a Law Firm.
Your Law Firm.

• Appellate
• Bankruptcy
• Commercial Finance
• Common Interest
Communities

• Corporate
• Elder Law & Long Term
Care Planning

• Employment & Labor
• Land Use & Zoning
• Litigation
BRIDGEPORT
203-368-0211

DANBURY
203-792-2771

• Matrimonial & Family
• Municipal
• Personal Injury
• Physicians Practices
• Real Estate
• Securities
• Securities Arbitration
• Tax and Trusts & Estates
• Telecommunications

(Gasoline)

& Utilities

Roy Friedman
WESTPORT
203-222-1034

www.cohenandwolf.com

ORANGE
203-298-4066

Standard Companies President
David Cohen Executive Vice-President

Who said Jewish learning is just for your kids? Join one of our Adult Learning courses – for free. Details on Page 8.
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Your Bar/Bat Mitzvah
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The following members
of the legal community
join together in their
support of the B’nai
Israel Bulletin:

MY

CY

Begins at the Courtyard Shelton Steven M. Soberman, M.D.
Daniel S. Gottschall, M.D.

 EVENTS UP TO 200 GUESTS
 CREATIVE CUISINE
 SPECIAL ROOM RATES
Contact Event Planner Nicole Knapik
at nknapik@waterfordhotelgroup.com
or by calling (203) 929-1500.

CMY

Ken Beck
Eric Broder
Marcia Cohen
Mark A. Kirsch
Richard Krantz
Andrew R. Lubin
George Markley
Daniel Schopick
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780 Bridgeport Ave., Shelton, CT 06484
sheltoncourtyard.com

Certified Mohalim

Obstetrics & Gynecology
Board Certified
3180 Main Street
Bridgeport, CT
06606
Phone: (203) 374-0404

Hansen’s Flower Shop
Family Owned and Operated Since 1920

Shop 24/7
By Phone or Website

Bar, Bat Mitzvahs and Weddings Our Specialty

(203) 255-0461

Do your teenagers think B’nai Israel is just about Religious School? Encourage them to join the fun at BIFTY.

Please Support Our Advertisers

The following members of the medical community join
together in their support of the B’nai Israel Bulletin:
Dr. Andrea Hagani

Dr. Howard B. Twersky

Dr. Geoffrey Gladstein

Dr. Robert D. Chessin

Dr. Jeffrey Small

Dr. Rachel E. Sheiman

Dr. David F. Bindelglass

Dr. Edward Portnay

Dr. Brian King

Dr. Alan M. Nelson

Dr. Michael Connolly

Dr. Abraham Fridman

Dr. Glenn M. Rich

Dr. Kenneth Kingsly

Dr. Katherine J. Pesce

Dr. Lawrence Dinkes

Dr. Mark J. Hotchkiss

Dr. Nicholas Blondin

Dr. Kenneth Rabine

Dr. Andrew Levi

Dr. Aaron Dommu

Dr. George P. Kelly

Dr. Jared Selter

Dr. Perry A. Wasserlauf

We want you in the Bulletin! Send your news to Editor Jack Kadden at jkadden@cbibpt.org
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55 Greens Farms Road
Westport, CT 06880
(203) 222-4949
www.broderorland.com

Eric J. Broder: ebroder@broderorland.com
Carole Topol Orland: corland@broderorland.com

7th Annual Saul Cohen—Schoke JFS Lecture

Spiritual Transformation:
Changing the World
from the Inside Out
Rabbi Dr. Shmuly Yanklowitz
Thursday, November 8 at 7:30 PM

Ferguson Library, Stamford
No Cost to Attend  No RSVP Required
Book Signing and Dessert Reception Following Lecture

Serving Stamford, Westport, Bridgeport, and Upper Fairfield County
4200 Park Avenue, Suite 300, Bridgeport, CT 06604
Phone: 203-921-4161  www.ctjfs.org
Recipient Agency of the Federation for Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fairfield County
and the United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan, and Darien
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Please remember to vote on Nov. 6.

BOB SUSMAN: MITZVAH HER0................................... From Page 1
“My love for these kids is overwhelming,’’
Bob said. “I feel that this is the most
satisfying thing I can do with my life.
We teach them how to give of their
hearts, even though they have so little
themselves.”
Bob began his charitable work at
14 through Gottlieb AZA and continued
when his daughter, Carleigh, was
preparing for her bat mitzvah.
“My wife, Sue, and Carleigh and I served
food side by side for several years,” Bob
said. Carleigh, who is now 20, went on
to work in an after-school program,
Project Learn, also in the south end of
Bridgeport.
Bob said he also values the community
connections he has made. He likes to tell

“As a Jew, it’s very important to me to educate non-Jews on the
goodness of our people and to address the stereotypes.”
the story of working in the kitchen with a
man preparing turkey for a Thanksgiving
meal. Eventually, the aroma of the turkey
became too much for the two men, and
they sat down to sample their handiwork.
When the Rev. Sara D. Smith, the pastor
of United Congregational Church,
entered the kitchen, she said: “Sweet
Jesus, now I’ve seen everything. It’s my
favorite Hebrew and my favorite Muslim
feeding each other turkey.”
He added that the interfaith aspect of the
nOURish Bridgeport program is a major
attraction.

“As a Jew,’’ he said, “it’s very important
to me to educate non-Jews on the
goodness of our people and to address
the stereotypes.”
Bob will be honored, along with other
synagogues’ Mitzvah Heroes, on Sunday,
Dec. 9, at Tzedakah-Fest at B’nai Israel
from 2 to 6 p.m.
The event is sponsored by the Federation
for Jewish Philanthropy.
If anyone wants to work with nOURish
Bridgeport, Bob says they can contact
him at 203-259-5693 or by e-mail at
jewelmaster@earthlink.net

Shabbat Service Schedule
(Fridays at 6:00 p.m. where indicated, preceded by an Oneg Shabbat at 5:30 p.m.)
Friday, November 2
6:00 p.m. Service
		Torah Portion – Haye
Sarah, Gen. 23:1-25:18
		Haftarah – 1 Kings 1:131
Saturday, November 3
8:00 a.m. Service
9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
9:30 a.m.	Havurah for Families
with Young Children –
with special guest band!
11:00 a.m.	Bar Mitzvah of Gavin
Wasserlauf, son of Perry
and Carolyn Wasserlauf

9:30 a.m.	Havurah for Families
with Young Children
11:00 a.m.	Bar Mitzvah of Zachary
Hochhauser, son of
Kenneth and Deborah
Hochhauser
Friday, November 16
6:00 p.m. Service
		 Torah Portion–Vayetze,
Gen. 28:10-32:3
		Haftarah – Hosea 12:1314:10

Friday, November 9
6:00 p.m. Service
		Torah Portion – Toldot,
Gen. 25:19-28:9
		Haftarah – Malachi 1:12:7

Saturday, November 17
8:00 a.m. Service
9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
9:30 a.m.	Havurah for Families
with Young Children
11:00 a.m.	Bat Mitzvah of Chloe
Norton, daughter of
Hunter and Annette
Norton

Saturday, November 10
8:00 a.m. Service
9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Torah Study

Friday, November 23
6:00 p.m. Service
		 Torah Portion –
Vayishlah, Gen. 32:4-

36:43
		Haftarah – Hosea 11:712:12
Saturday, November 24
8:00 a.m. Service
9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
Friday, November 30
6:00 p.m. Service
		 Torah Portion –
Vayeshev, Gen. 37:1
40:23
		Haftarah – Amos 2:63:8
Saturday, December 1
8:00 a.m. Service
9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Torah Study
9:30 a.m.	Havurah for Families
with Young Children
11:00 a.m.	Bar Mitzvah of Max
Shapiro, son of Julia
Hanan and David
Shapiro

Donation Item of the Month: Canned soups or vegetables for nOURrish Bridgeport.
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Helping Our
Veterans

Join Us for a
Dedication

Please join us for the November
Mitzvah morning on Veteran’s Day,
Sunday, Nov. 11. For the fourth
year, we’ll be preparing and serving
breakfast at Homes for the Brave,
which provides essential services to
homeless veterans, including housing
and vocational training.
We’ll meet at the temple at 9:30 for
coffee and bagels and then head
to their facility at 655 Park Ave.,
where there is a private parking lot.
Volunteers are limited to 15, sign up
through the link in Hashavua or the
synagogue website.
Also, please consider donating
supplies from the HFTB wish list,
at https://www.homesforthebrave.org/
support-us/donations-wish-list/.  
Email questions to Susan Roth at
roths@optonline.net, Nina Silberman
at ninahv@aol.com or Danielle Forma
at formadanielle@gmail.com.

At our September Mitzvah Morning, more than 20 congregants of all ages came together at the temple’s Fairfield cemetery to help clean and restore headstones. It was
a wonderful morning of community and doing a most important mitzvah, and there
are plans for a second cleanup in the spring.

